MBI TIostaraeM, 9To TSl peIIeHUs KOHKPETHBIX BOIIPOCOB, CBSI3aHHBIX C
3alIMTON MpaB YeJoBeKa Ha MpaKTUKe, HeOOXOAMMO MPUACPXKUBATHCS T10-
sunuu KMII, BeickazaHHO# B KOMMeHTapusx K [IpoekTy crareii, B cCOOT-
BETCTBMU C KOTOPOIf BUHA B paMKax IpaBa 00 OTBETCTBEHHOCTHU TOCYIapCTB
SIBJISICTCSI BOIIPOCOM [UISI TOJKOBAaHWS M IPUMEHEHUSI IEPBUYHBIX HOPM,
HapyIIaloIIuXcs B ONPeNeICHHOM ciTydae, a He BTOPUIHBIXHOPM, OIIpene-
JISTIOIIMXB OOLIMXYEPTaX3IEMEHTBINYCIIOBUSI OTBETCTBEHHOCTUTOCYIaPCTB3a
TIPOTUBOIIPABHBIEC ICTHMS.

OTBEeTCTBEHHOCTDb TOCYIapCTB 3a HAPYILIEHWSI OCHOBHBIX TIpaB U CBOOOJ
yenoBeka OasupyeTrcss Ha OOLIMX MPUHLUIAX MEXIYHapOIHO-TPAaBOBOM
OTBETCTBEHHOCTH, MMEIOIINX OOBIYHO-IIPaBOBYIO TIpHUpoay. B To ke Bpe-
Ms, crielidurKa MeXIyHapOIHbIX 00513aTeILCTB B 00J1aCTH MpaB YeoBe-
Ka HaKJIaZbIBaeT CBOM OTITEYaTOK Ha IPaBOBBIC TTOCICACTBUS HapyIIeHUH
3TUX 00513aTeILCTB. B yacTHOCTHU, 3TO, MPOSIBISIETCS B TOM, YTO HEKOTO-
pble TOTOBOPHI O TpaBaX YeJoBeKa COmepXKaT CITeIMaIbHBIC TTOJIOXEHMUS
(lex specialis) (Inonm WM. MexayHapoaHO-MpaBoBasi OTBETCTBEHHOCTD
roCcyIapcTB 3a HapyllleHue 00s13aTelIbCTB B cepe 3allMThl IIPaB YeIOBe-
Ka B €BPOIECUWCKOM TIpaBe: aBTopedepar muc. ... KaHI. IOpum. Hayk, M.,
2010. — C. 32).

Hcxonst 13 BBIIIEU3IIOXKEHHOTO, MOXHO CIEIaTh BBIBOI, YTO TOBOPHTH
00 «O0OBEKTUBHOI» WM «CyObEKTUBHOI» OTBETCTBEHHOCTU TOCYyIapCTBa
MOXKHO OYIeT MCXOIST M3 KOHKPETHBIX 00CTOSITEIIECTB Je/ia, B YaCTHOCTH, U3
coziep>kaHMs COOTBETCTBYIOIINX IIEPBUYHBIX 00513aTEILCTB, B TOM YMCIIE Ka-
CaIOLIMXCS 3alIUTHI ITPaB ¥ CBOOO YeI0BEKa.

VOITOVICH P. P.

National University «Odessa Academy of Law»
Lecturer of the Department of International Law and International Relations

RIGHTS OF YOUTH IN EUROPEAN CHARTER
ON THE PARTICIPATION OF YOUNG PEOPLE IN LOCAL
AND REGIONAL LIFE

Nowadays young people play an active role in a modern society. It is true
to say that young generation forms the future of our world. So, protection
of youth interests and rights is essentially important duty of a state and local
authorities.

The President of the 68" Session of the UN General Assembly John Ashe
said that youth should play an important role in shaping the global agenda in
the sphere of development the period after 2015. He added that youth was one
quarter of the entire population of the world and the guarantor of our future.
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Youth is an important part of modern Ukrainian society, carrier of intel-
lectual capacity, determinant of social and economic progress.

According to Art. 1 of the Law on Promotion Social Development of
Youth in Ukraine (05/02/1993) young citizens are the citizens of Ukraine aged
14-35.

Young people do experience difficulties in the exercise of their rights by
virtue of being young and that there are gaps in the protection of the human
rights of youth. However, divergent views were expressed in regards to the need
for an international instrument on the human rights of youth.

According to Executive summary and outcomes of the Expert meeting on
the human rights of youth (25—26 July 2013) there was general agreement that
«youth» could be viewed as a time of transition, from childhood to adulthood,
from dependence to independence, but opinions differed concerning when
this may occur.

One of the debates that continued throughout the meeting was how best to
define «youth» in any document or action. While the UN age-range of 15 to 24
years is often used, it was pointed out that this was originally chosen purely for
statistical purposes, and that it is important to undertake an in depth analysis
to devise a correct definition in moving forward, instead of simply accepting
the status quo.

Some participants encouraged a move away from a definition focusing
purely on biological age, suggesting that «youth» is a culturally loaded con-
cept, and will differ according to different communities, as well as in rural and
urban contexts.

Rights of youth are rights that young people have due to having reached a
specific age or sufficient maturity. Rights of youth have increased over the last
century in many countries. There are many kinds of youth rights. They are
right for proper education, for employment, for spiritual and physical devel-
opment and plenty of others.

Rights of youth can be also understood as a creation of such conditions
where young people would be fully accessed human rights and use social guar-
antees as adults.

One of the basic rights of young people is a right for participation in lo-
cal and state life. Youth participation is not an end in itself, but a means to
achieve positive changes in young people’s lives and to build a better society.
In recent years one can observe a growing number of initiatives promoting
and strengthening youth involvement at very different levels — international,
regional, national and a local one.

New tools have also been created for different actors working in this area.
One of them is the revised European Charter on the Participation of Young
People in Local and Regional Life, adopted in May 2003 by the Congress of
Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe.

The original charter was drawn up in 1992, but was substantially revised
to take into account the rapidly changing political environment. The Charter
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has been adopted by many European municipalities who have chosen to
set up youth councils. The revised Charter was taken up by the Committee
of Ministers of the Council of Europe in a recommendation. A number of
European NGOs, such as the European Youth Forum actively support the
Charter through their activities. It has been translated into eleven languages,
plus a plain English version and manual entitled «Have your say».

Preamble of the Charter describes the importance of youth participation
in local and regional life, the need to provideand protect the right for partici-
pation in local and regional life and the role of local and state bodies in this
particular sphere. Preamble states that the active participation of young people
in decisions and actions at local and regional level is essential if European
countries are to build more democratic, inclusive and prosperous societies.

Additionally the Charter lists the principles of implementation of the right
for participation in local and regional life. They are the following:

The participation of young people in local and regional life must constitute
part of a global policy of citizens’ participation in public life.

Local and regional authorities are convinced that all sectoral policies
should have a youth dimension.

The principles and various forms of participation advocated in the Charter
apply to all young people without discrimination.

The first part provides local and regional authorities with guidelines for
how to conduct policies affecting young people in a number of areas. This
part regulates youth participation in the next spheres: sport, leisure and as-
sociative life; employment and combat of unemployment; urban environment
and habitat, housing policy, and transport; an education and training policy
promoting youth participation; mobility and exchanges; health care; gender
equality; access to culture; sustainable development and environment; combat
of violence and crime; anti-discrimination policy; sexuality; access to rights
and law.

The second part consolidates the duty of municipal authorities to train
young people, keep them informed, provide them with means of communica-
tion, support their projects, and recognize and give a higher profile to young
people’s dedication to community causes and voluntary work.

Finally, the last part provides advice on how to provide institutional condi-
tions for participation of young people. In order to carry out the sectoral poli-
cies set out in part one, local and regional authorities should undertake to put
in place the appropriate structures or arrangements enabling the participation
of young people in the decisions and debates affecting them. According to
the third part such structures of youth participation as youth councils, youth
parliaments, youth forums can be implemented.

European Charter on the Participation of Young People in Local and
Regional Life is very important document in the sphere of rights of youth.
However it contains only general provision and has a recommendatory char-
acter. So, it has to be further implemented into national legislation.
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