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ESCAPING TERRITORIES OF TERROR

Protective strategies against intersectional violence at 
checkpoints

Iryna Ignatieva

Introduction

Territories under military occupation are defined by urban infrastructure repurposed to instill terror 
against local citizens resisting this new regime. The only way out is by going through checkpoints, 
where civilians are regularly exposed to violence based on the intersection of different social axes. 
People preparing to flee are already aware of the risks of being exposed to violence, so they prepare 
themselves and their digital devices beforehand, expecting to be inspected and interrogated.

Intersection is used here as an analytical lens to analyze violence as a complex phenomenon 
constructed across numerous axes of social division that influence each other (Collins and Bilge 
2016). The introduction of intersectionality aims to highlight the complex nature of violence 
that contributes to social inequality and injustice, as people are exposed to violence differently 
depending on their overlapping identities. The connection “between violence, intersectional power 
relations, and political resistance” (Collins 2017, 1460) is starkly evident at wartime checkpoints, 
where the power of those with weapons is unrestrained, embodying the limitless authority of the 
occupiers.

In this chapter, I aim to investigate wartime checkpoints as both sites of increased violence 
and places where migrants exercise their agency in attempting to flee safely. My focus is on the 
protective strategies that forced migrants use at checkpoints and how these strategies are influenced 
by the intersectionality of violence. In my exploration, I first look at how Ukrainian identity, which 
significantly increases the risk of violence, intersects with gender at checkpoints. Then, I explore 
the strategies used to mitigate the violence that arises from this intersection.

What distinguishes the Ukrainian case is that Ukrainian identity can be concealed at checkpoints, 
allowing individuals to present a “safe identity” instead of the real one. Moreover, Russia’s war 
in Ukraine stands out as the most digitized state-​to-​state war in history. Smartphone users create 
and share content that impacts the course of the conflict, creating a new ecology of warfare (Ford 
and Hoskins 2022). At checkpoints, where smartphones are routinely checked, digital footprint 
becomes a significant risk factor. Therefore, exploring the process of building “safe identities” 
is inseparable from investigating the digital practices implemented before and during the escape.
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Gender-​based violence at war

Intersectionality in war studies helps to grasp how deep structural inequalities are implicated in 
different forms of violence. In territories under occupation, where legal structures are lacking, 
the risk of physical, verbal, and psychological abuse rises significantly. Identities, ideologies, and 
practices come together to normalize domination and violence (Peterson 2007). War rhetoric often 
uses an “us” versus “them” mindset to justify violence. In each specific case, a distinct “they” 
group is defined by markers such as race, ethnicity, religion, or nationality, fostering a perception 
of an enemy to rationalize aggression.

In war studies, the power struggle is often depicted through the intersectionality of masculinism, 
militarism, and imperialism (Peterson 2007). Men are portrayed as “warriors,” while women are 
seen as needing protection, reinforcing traditional gender roles (Elshtain 1982). This dynamic can 
be converted into militarized masculinity, which is used to explain sexual violence during war 
(Zurbriggen 2010; Eriksson Baaz and Stern 2009). While this simplistic view ignores the relational 
and situational aspects of gender construction, it emphasizes that extreme gender differences 
intensified by the war can only be maintained through continuous violence (Chinkin and Kaldor 
2013). Gender-​based violence that was once unimaginable during peacetime becomes normalized 
when victims are dehumanized as “them” (Maiese 2003).

Individuals from the “them” group experience violence in war differently based on the gender 
roles projected onto them. Over 70 percent of women experience gender-​based violence in crisis 
settings, with women and girls being particularly vulnerable to conflict-​related sexual violence, 
even in post-​conflict periods (UN Women 2017; Cohen and Nordås 2014). While male victimization 
is often overlooked (Kreft and Agerberg 2024), the data indicates that men are more at risk of 
being killed in direct armed conflicts, whether they are combatants or civilians (Ormhaug et al. 
2009). Men in war face gender-​based violence like sex-​selective massacres, forced conscription, 
and sexual violence (Carpenter 2006).

Violence targeting LGBTQI+​ individuals is part of the broader spectrum of gender-​based 
violence and shares the same root causes. In conflict zones, especially those characterized by “strict 
enforcement of gender norms and rigid sexual morality as mechanisms of social control,” violence 
against LGBTQI+​ individuals is sadly predictable (Outright International 2023, 8). During military 
conflicts, homophobia plays a fundamental role in the production of gender and sexual orders 
required by warfare and deployed by armed groups (Serrano-​Amaya 2018).

In literature examining the spatial dimensions of military conflict, checkpoints are depicted as 
essential components of the occupation matrix, extending militarization and symbolizing territorial 
expansion (Tawil-​Souri 2011). The spatial nature of checkpoints is tied to the dynamics of conflict. 
Studies examining checkpoint systems in Israel portray checkpoints as “nonplaces” (Tawil-​Souri 
2011) or as “states of exception” (Mansbach 2009). These studies illustrate the solidification and 
bureaucratization of borders during peace-​building efforts in the long-​term Israel-​Palestine conflict, 
emphasizing that violence at checkpoints cannot be eradicated but rather shifts from physical to 
structural forms (Braverman 2012). Consequently, any exertion of power seeks to justify violence 
at checkpoints, whether in open military confrontations or during the peace-​building process 
(Kotef and Amir 2011).

Recent studies define checkpoints as “gendered spaces,” where regulations on women’s mobility 
differ significantly from those imposed on men (Griffiths and Repo 2021). Kotef and Amir define 
checkpoints as “highly gendered military zones” that bring different forms of patriarchal power 
into motion. The gender binary at checkpoints sustains a distinct order associated with occupation 
(Kotef and Amir 2007, 993).

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Escaping territories of terror  107

An investigation of incident reports from checkpoints in Iraq demonstrated that deadly outcomes 
are often the result of “bad feelings” of guards and that decisions to use force are not spontaneous 
but rather influenced by a set of gendered and racialized assumptions, particularly regarding the 
behavior of military-​age males, which is often perceived as hostile (Gregory 2019).

Having elaborated on the existing literature, I now focus on Russia’s war in Ukraine, a recent 
military conflict that resulted in territories being occupied. This case provides an opportunity to 
examine the process of oppression and the accompanying violence at checkpoints in motion before 
the occupation regime becomes entrenched.

I argue that checkpoints are part of the urban infrastructure of terror in occupied territories. 
The Ukrainian case highlights that the system of checkpoints does more than mark the borders 
of occupied territories or restrict movement within these territories; it filters out individuals who 
deviate from the occupiers’ ideological vision or resist the regime. Checkpoints are spaces where 
the intersections of violence, rooted in the territorial regime, are clearly evident. To support this 
argument, in the next passage, I will briefly introduce the history of the occupation of Ukraine, 
explain how the regime of terror is established in these territories, and discuss the role checkpoints 
play in constructing “territories of terror.”

Russia’s war in Ukraine: Territories of terror

Russia’s war in Ukraine began with the 2014 annexation of Crimea and escalated when Russian 
and proxy forces seized parts of Donetsk and Luhansk. The conflict’s second phase started on 
February 24, 2022, with a full-​scale Russian invasion, occupying significant areas in the Southeast 
and Northeast. As of 2024, the military confrontation continues with relatively static front lines.

The armed conflict led to significant migration flows, with 1.7 million Internally Displaced 
Persons (IDPs) between 2014 and 2022 (IOM 2017). After the February 2022 invasion, this number 
surged to about 10 million forced migrants (UNHCR 2022).

There is a clear distinction between long-​term occupied territories like Crimea, Luhansk, 
and Donetsk; short-​term occupied areas such as Northeast Ukraine and Kherson (reclaimed 
after months); and territories under continuous occupation since 2022. While all these regions 
face oppressive regimes, the duration of occupation affects resistance. In long-​term occupied 
areas, resistance diminishes as those labeled as “them” flee or face repression, leading to a more 
entrenched regime that justifies its presence.

The full-​scale invasion escalated the conflict and exposed Russia as an aggressor, reinforcing 
ideology to justify the new military campaign. Before 2022, Russia’s rhetoric portrayed itself as a 
peacekeeper. The full-​scale invasion redefined the conflict as a “special operation” to overthrow the 
“Kyiv regime.” Russia’s ideological narrative has shifted from the idea of “brotherhood nations” 
to a concept of “one nation” (Putin 2021a), implying Ukraine is an artificial nation and should be 
“denationalized” (Laruelle 2024, 15).

The Russian war narrative frames their invasion of Ukraine as a continuation of their 
historical fight against Nazism. This perspective labels Ukrainians as “Nazis” and calls for the 
“denazification and demilitarization” of Ukraine (Putin 2021b). The rhetoric used by Russian 
officials and state media employs dehumanizing language, depicting Ukrainians as “Nazis” and 
mortal enemies. This portrayal legitimizes or “justifies them as targets for destruction” (New Lines 
Institute and RWI 2022, 15–​18). Anyone who identifies as Ukrainian is branded a “Nazi” simply 
for refusing to acknowledge being Russian (Snyder 2022). The twisted logic behind the violence 
against Ukrainians asserts that they do not exist, and if they disagree, they are either forced into 
re-​education or killed.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



108  Intersectionality and the City

Mass atrocities in liberated Ukrainian areas have sparked discussions about Russian actions 
in Ukraine as a crime of genocide (Azarov et al. 2023; Snyder 2022). Although proving genocide 
legally requires time, the documented violence in 2022-​occupied areas appears deliberate 
rather than random. Numerous examples of violence committed by Russian occupying forces 
demonstrate that their actions align with the official rhetoric of targeting anyone identified as 
Ukrainian. In Bucha, Russian soldiers went door-​to-​door “hunting Nazis” (Human Rights Watch 
2022a). Documented cases of ideologically motivated torture, mass executions, and rape in the 
Kyiv region are supported by reports from liberated areas in the Northeast (Chernihiv, Sumy) and 
Southeast (Kherson, Zaporizhzhia) (OHCHR 2022a; Amnesty International 2022; Human Rights 
Watch 2022b).

In preparation for the invasion, the Russian military compiled lists of influential Ukrainians, 
including officials, activists, and journalists, for targeted killing or imprisonment (Sabbagh 
2022; Center for Civil Liberties 2022). Reports indicate that even teachers of Ukrainian 
history and language were targeted (Petruniok 2024). From day one, the regime in these 
occupied territories was built around the idea that any expression of Ukrainian identity was 
life-​threatening.

Violence against civilians in 2022-​occupied territories often targeted Ukrainian men, who make 
up the majority of those murdered or executed by Russian forces. These acts frequently involved 
detention and torture beforehand (Human Rights Watch 2022a; OHCHR 2022b). Most enforced 
disappearances and arbitrary detentions also involve men who were arrested at home, at work, on 
the street, or at checkpoints (OHCHR 2023).

Corresponding with broader violence patterns in war, the primary civilian victims of rape and 
sexual violence in Ukraine are women and girls (UNHCR 2023, 12; U.S. Department of State 
2024, 85). According to the UN Representative on Sexual Violence in Conflict, these documented 
cases show that rape was used deliberately by the Russian military to “dehumanize the victims” as 
part of their strategy (Ochab 2022).

As Russia considers the occupied territories of Ukraine to be part of its territory, it enforces 
Russian legislation that discriminates against the expression of LGBTQI+​ identity (Human 
Rights Watch 2014). Occupation authorities use homophobic propaganda, and those identified 
as LGBTQI+​ suffer insults, violence, extortion, freedom restrictions, and threats to their lives 
(Human Rights Watch 2014; U.S. Department of State 2023; ADC Memorial and Center for Civil 
Liberties 2016; Nash Svit Center 2022).

The terror in the occupied territories forced locals to flee, if they could, towards the west into 
Ukrainian-​controlled areas or eastward, especially when the western route was cut off. In 2022, 
after the front line stabilized around the occupied territories once again, both sides set up systems 
of checkpoints. People attempting to reach Ukraine-​controlled territories had to first navigate 
through Russian checkpoints and then traverse the “grey zone” or “no-​man’s land,” where they 
faced the risk of being caught in the crossfire or encountering mines.

Those evacuating through the eastern route were sent to “filtration” sites, where many 
were interrogated, tortured, or killed (Khoshnood et al. 2022). Filtration involved collecting 
fingerprints, photos, and passports, seizing devices, and conducting security interrogations. The 
Yale Humanitarian Research Lab identified 21 such facilities used for holding, registration, and 
interrogation (Khoshnood et al. 2022).

The filtration process was not limited to the border crossing; eventually, it was implemented 
“on-​site” in areas occupied after February 2022, with everyone there subjected to filtration 
(Lysenko 2023, 8). Civilians underwent filtration at all internal roadblocks within and between 
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cities. In Mariupol, all residents, even those not planning to leave, were required to carry a 
“filtration certificate” and passport to move within the city. Despite this requirement, filtration 
certificates were not always checked later, suggesting that “on-​site filtration” was used not just for 
identification but also to target and suppress dissenters (Badyuk 2023).

In occupied territories, censorship, surveillance, political oppression, repression of free speech, 
and movement restrictions created a “climate of fear” (OHCHR 2024b). The regime adapted 
existing infrastructure to suppress resistance, using torture as an extension of “filtration.” Reports 
highlight a widespread network of “torture chambers” operating openly in every city where 
systematic torture is conducted (Petruniok 2024). The population is aware of these locations and 
the risks of arbitrary detention or torture. The infrastructure for detection and torture was reinforced 
by a comprehensive surveillance and control system. Street surveillance cameras were repurposed 
to monitor and identify potential resistance among locals, and their numbers significantly increased 
over time.

Russia’s efforts to isolate occupied territories have made it extremely hard for residents to 
leave or communicate with areas outside its control. Soon after the occupation, internet traffic was 
rerouted through Russian providers, and Ukrainian mobile infrastructure was co-​opted, introducing 
Russian phone numbers and SIM cards. This control over telecommunications subjects civilians in 
occupied territories to Russian internet regulations, surveillance, and censorship, characteristic of 
a “networked authoritarian regime” (Lokot 2023).

A significant factor shaping the regime in occupied territories is the rise of “civil intelligence,” 
where civilians crowdsource location-​based military information by sharing location pins, 
photos, and videos of military activities. This use of technology fundamentally changed the 
nature of war, putting anyone with a smartphone at risk (Schmitt and Biggerstaff 2022; Ford 
2023). Consequently, Russians extensively tapped mobile phones and monitored electronic 
communications as part of their “filtration” efforts. Phones were confiscated during detentions, 
house searches, and encounters with Russian soldiers, who threatened death to those who resisted 
(U.S. Department of State 2023).

Attempting to conceptualize the regime under occupation, I refer to the concept of “refiguration 
of spaces” (Löw 2023), which effectively captures how social changes are reflected in social spaces. 
This concept is highly relevant for exploring the fundamental changes brought about by war and 
military occupation. Modern warfare, characterized by rapid digitalization, aligns with the vision 
of modern spatial order with increased mobility, concentrated knowledge, and digital mediatization 
(Knoblauch and Löw 2020). The “refiguration of spaces” framework identifies territory, trajectory, 
place, and network as key spatial figures, where place follows a logic of intersection, territory a 
logic of demarcation, trajectory a logic of transit, and network a logic of association (Hecht and 
Kirchner 2023; see Löw in this volume).

The spatial figure of territory is central to explaining the processes occurring post occupation. 
Checkpoints are not merely locations on the road that delimit the trajectories of forced migrants’ 
escape but are spaces that merge strongly with the logic of the territorial regime. Escaping 
“territories of terror” means confronting the regime in defined places, namely checkpoints.

The military occupation represents a violent intrusion into a pre-​existing spatial order, and 
filtration is merely an attempt to assert control over this world. As a consequence of the occupation, 
old and new spatial realities collide, compelling all forms of resistance against the new order to 
go “underground,” forcing Ukrainian identity and any connection to Ukrainian spatial reality to be 
hidden. Checkpoints violently embody this spatial conflict, where any sign of belonging to another 
spatial reality must be erased to survive.
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Violence at checkpoints

The role of checkpoints is central to the filtration process; they are a manifestation of filtration 
in space. Going through checkpoints leading east or west, or simply moving through the system 
of checkpoints inside occupied territories, means inevitable filtration. Guards at checkpoints are 
typically tasked with identifying individuals who may pose a threat to the regime. During an ongoing 
war, the stakes for this task are exceptionally high. Documented cases of violence at checkpoints 
demonstrate that the process of crossing checkpoints is highly subjective, arbitrary, and random. 
Checkpoints function as literal physical filters, exposing everyone to physical violence, detention, 
abduction, or even death.

The “filtration” process is enforced by blocking access to Ukraine-​controlled areas. Early in the 
full-​scale invasion, evacuating westward was dangerous, with Russian forces targeting civilians on 
foot, by bus, or in private vehicles. The OHCHR report highlights brutal killings of civilians trying 
to escape by car, even those with white flags or signs indicating children (OHCHR 2022a; Human 
Rights Watch 2022a). At Kramatorsk train station, the biggest transport hub in Eastern Ukraine, an 
attack on evacuees, mainly women and children, resulted in 66 deaths (BBC 2022).

Throughout 2022, routes into Ukraine were consistently cut off, with Russian forces imposing 
deadlines for those trying to leave. By October 2022, new requirements mandated a special permit 
for those seeking to leave, causing significant delays and expiration of permits before crossing. By 
August, ten people had died while waiting in line (U.S. Department of State 2023). By December 
2022, the last exit corridor from occupied territories near Vasylivka (Zaporizhzhya Oblast) was 
closed. By October 2023, entry into the Russian Federation for Ukrainians was restricted to a 
single road checkpoint.

Occupying Russian authorities have pressured residents in occupied territories to obtain Russian 
citizenship and passports. Those without Russian passports faced intense scrutiny, prolonged 
questioning, and threats at border crossings and checkpoints (OHCHR 2024a, 17). Ukrainian 
passports and IDs have been confiscated during the “filtration” process (Filipchuk et al. 2022). 
For military-​aged men, obtaining Russian passports poses a risk of forced conscription, with 
documented cases of men being conscripted at checkpoints while trying to leave occupied areas 
(OHCHR 2024a, 18).

Locals experience violence differently at checkpoints based on their gender, and Russia’s war in 
Ukraine exemplifies this disparity. Young men are the most targeted group in checkpoint crossings 
(von Löwis and Sasse 2021, 234), while young women are particularly vulnerable to sexual 
violence. During the initial phase of the war (2014–​2017), the OHCHR documented instances of 
conflict-​related sexual violence at checkpoints on both sides of the contact line, predominantly 
affecting young women (OHCHR 2017).

Checkpoints reflect a broader pattern of violence within “territories of terror,” where vulnerability 
intensifies at the intersection of Ukrainian identity and gender. For instance, men undergo routine 
strip searches as Russian authorities look for nationalist symbols or ties to the Ukrainian military. 
Adult men are frequently detained for extensive questioning at checkpoints, and their documents 
and mobile phones are often confiscated.

According to the Nash Svit report, the majority of documented war crimes targeting LGBTQI+​ 
individuals occurred at checkpoints or in areas patrolled by the Russian military in the occupied 
territories. The primary pretext for homo/​transphobic abuse was confidential information about 
the victims’ private lives found on their phones, and in some cases, their appearance or manner of 
behavior (Nash Svit Center 2022).
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Checkpoint violence, moreover, disproportionately targets marginalized groups based on 
ethnicity and race. For example, Ukrainian Roma, who have been historically vulnerable, face 
increased discrimination while fleeing occupied territories, often waiting for weeks at checkpoints 
before being permitted to cross (Radchenko 2022). The intersection of Roma identity and pro-​
Ukrainian activism is particularly risky: a Roma activist was detained after a checkpoint phone 
search revealed anti-​Putin messages (Panchenko 2023).

Since Russia’s 2014 occupation, Crimean Tatars, an indigenous Muslim community, have 
been subjected to politically and ethnically motivated discrimination. The full-​scale invasion 
worsened this, with Crimean Tatars, especially men, being systematically detained at checkpoints 
on suspicion of conspiracy (Council of Europe 2023, 5). Those with pro-​Ukrainian views suffer 
heightened violence, as seen in the Kherson region, where an Imam was detained at a checkpoint 
and tortured for his political stance (Ombudsman of Ukraine 2023, 21).

People of Color, including international students, trapped in occupied cities faced significant 
challenges in escaping to Ukrainian-​controlled territories. In Kherson, those attempting to flee 
were denied passage “without special agreement,” repeatedly turned back, threatened with guns, 
and had their car tires deflated at checkpoints. Deutsche Welle (DW) reported that students were 
captured at a checkpoint, blindfolded, and held for hours before being released, likely to avoid 
suspicion if the taxi driver returned without them (Nasinde and Busari 2022; Ovuorie 2022). Due 
to the international attention, Russia saw foreigners as a valuable propaganda tool. An intercepted 
conversation revealed that Russians were planning to forcibly evacuate Vietnamese residents of 
Kherson to Crimea for a propaganda video (State Security Service of Ukraine 2022).

Crossing checkpoints after 2022 has become an even riskier endeavor than in previous years 
due to the absence of external oversight. Unlike checkpoints controlled by Ukraine, Russian-​
controlled checkpoints lack international monitoring or humanitarian presence. Without such 
external protection, individuals must rely solely on their resourcefulness and adaptability to avoid 
potential violence.

“Safe identity”

In the realm of Russian ideology, any displays of Ukrainian identity by residents attempting to 
flee occupied territories subject them to grave danger. This compels them to craft a “safe” identity 
as their sole means of passage. This is facilitated by the fact that Ukrainians and Russians are not 
easily distinguishable by appearance. While language and culture are the defining elements of 
Ukrainian identity, these can also be masked due to the widespread bilingualism among Ukrainians. 
Ukrainian bilingualism, where individuals switch between Ukrainian and Russian depending on 
their situation, social standing, and place of residence, becomes instrumental when passing through 
checkpoints (Portnov 2019).

Recent studies on the transformation of Ukrainian cultural identity define the dominant identity 
as “national-​civil” or “political,” a term coined as a result of slow and consistent transformation 
starting in the 1990s and crystallized with the full-​scale invasion (Sasse and Lackner 2019; 
Golovakha et al. 2024). Civic national identity, based on unity, solidarity, and equality across 
regions and social groups, has prevailed over ethnic identity. Over the 30 years of independence, 
ethnic identity has ranked lowest in the hierarchy of identities, which includes citizenship, gender, 
religion, city residence, age, language, and occupation (Golovakha et al. 2024, 306). While the 
Ukrainian language and culture remain significant, belonging to an active civil society has taken 
precedence in shaping this identity. This has led to a more nuanced understanding of identity, 
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encompassing combinations like Crimean Tatar Ukrainian or Russian-​speaking Ukrainian. Rapid 
digitalization and widespread volunteer movement have played pivotal roles in its development. It 
is no surprise that the generation of Ukrainians raised in independent Ukraine strongly embraces 
this sense of belonging (Melnikov, Ignatieva, and Nastoyasha 2024).

The impact of war on identity in occupied territories is evident when comparing studies from 
Eastern Ukraine before and after 2014. Beyond those with clear pro-​Russian or pro-​Ukrainian 
stances, residents living through the traumatic events of war and occupation have created a “safe 
hierarchy of identities.” They have blended in with societal expectations by avoiding traits that 
could attract unwanted attention and choosing basic, recognizable identities tied to their hometown 
or region. In this context, adopting a “Slavic,” “local-​regional,” or “local-​urban” identity has been 
seen as the safest bet (Golovakha et al. 2024, 304).

However, the shift in identities among Eastern Ukraine inhabitants may not entirely clarify 
the dynamics observed at checkpoints in the occupied territories. Those seeking passage must 
portray themselves as belonging to a “safe” group, regardless of their identity. This aligns with 
Goffman’s “dramaturgical approach,” wherein individuals strategically present themselves in 
specific situations to exert control over the interaction (Goffman 1959). In peaceful times, travelers 
often come across what is termed as “security theater” at checkpoints (Pütz 2012)1. However, 
during war, routine interactions can suddenly escalate into something far more dangerous, where 
moving across checkpoints poses an existential risk. An illustration of how civilians try to mislead 
guards about their identity at checkpoints in Syria involves Sunni civilians carrying pictures of 
Shia Sheikhs to convince soldiers that they are Shia (Schon 2016, 289).

In Masquerades of War, Kevin McSorley explores the conflict in Chechnya by employing 
Goffman’s concept of “masking,” illustrating it as both a “symbolic and literal harbinger of 
filtration” (McSorley 2015, 131). There is a notable parallel between the terror inflicted on civilians 
by Russian forces in modern Ukraine and Chechnya. Filtration in Chechnya served as a “gateway 
practice to systematic terror and associated extortion,” (121) marked by “non-​selectivity” and 
“universal suspicion for men between the ages of ten and sixty” (121). Thus, everyone confronted 
with the new lawless reality becomes a “conscious strategist of survival” (122).

Due to the fluidity of “civic national identity,” individuals fleeing occupied territories can still 
conceal their true identity. This implies that individuals with a strong Ukrainian identity can present 
themselves as belonging to the “safe” category. However, if suspected of deviating from this “safe 
identity,” individuals are automatically exposed to the risk of violence determined by both their 
Ukrainian identity and other social markers.

This analysis vividly reveals the role of checkpoints in occupied territories as not merely 
bureaucratic control points, but rather as manifestations of a broader system of fear and intimidation. 
Checkpoints become focal points where violence emerges from the intersection of “otherness” and 
gender. While the existing literature extensively covers the violence occurring at checkpoints, it 
often fails to acknowledge the resourcefulness and resilience of civilians. Despite the oppressive 
conditions, individuals demonstrate remarkable agency in devising strategies for safer passage. By 
examining the methods through which safety is ensured, I want to gain insight into the complex 
dynamics at play in occupied territories and the resilience of forced migrants.

Research objectives

This study examines how migrants use their agency to escape occupied territories through 
checkpoints, which symbolize a regime of terror. It builds on the idea that successfully passing 
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through these checkpoints requires adopting a “safe identity,” which involves concealing one’s true 
intentions and identity. As strategies for safer passage are often driven by the violence experienced 
at checkpoints, this chapter focuses on two key questions:

RQ1: How do people escaping occupied territories mask their real identity behind a “safe 
identity” at checkpoints?

RQ2: To what extent is the formation of this “safe identity” influenced by the threat of violence 
resulting from the intersection of Ukrainian identity and gender?

Participants and methodology

This study integrates documentary analysis with qualitative interviews. It uses NGO reports to 
examine intersectional violence and discriminatory patterns at checkpoints and incorporates online 
resources frequently used by individuals preparing for these crossings. To enrich the analysis, 
I conducted seven in-​depth interviews to gather detailed insights, perspectives, and experiences 
regarding the construction of a “safe identity” at checkpoints. It is essential to acknowledge that 
the interview sample is limited and does not reflect the broader population.

The dominant identity of all participants could be defined as a “civil-​national” Ukrainian identity. 
Six out of the seven interviewees chose to conduct the interview in Ukrainian, and one in Russian. 
The participants included three women and four men who had fled territories in southern Ukraine 
occupied in 2022, specifically from Kherson, Nova Kakhovka, and Vasilyevka (Zaporizhzhya 
region).

I focused on the southern regions under occupation for several reasons. These areas offer 
valuable data on checkpoint crossings, unlike the briefly occupied northern territories where 
such practices have not fully developed. Additionally, the rapid establishment of the occupation 
regime in the south, driven by the presence of Russian troops, contrasts with the long-​term, more 
entrenched occupation in Eastern Ukraine (Malyarenko and Kormych 2024).

The majority of the population in these areas identifies as ethnic Ukrainians and shows minimal 
support for unification with Russia (Rating Group 2022). Notably, the southern occupied territories 
are distinguished by active resistance, reflected in the local elites’ reluctance to cooperate with 
occupation forces and street protests against occupation. This resistance has led to widespread 
terror, including over 300 documented cases of forced disappearances in Zaporizhzhya Oblast 
within three months of occupation (U.S. Department of State 2023).

Ethical concerns guided my decision to exclude those who fled to Russia to protect their safety. 
The interviews were conducted using video conference software, transcribed, and translated into 
English. The interviewees’ statements have been anonymized for publication.

Results

Based on interview data and supported by other documented cases, this section begins by introducing 
the general context of the escape, detailing the conditions under which it occurred and the factors 
influencing it. It then delves into specific strategies used to safeguard passage through checkpoints, 
examining how these strategies relate to the threats of violence associated with Ukrainian identity 
and gender. The analysis demonstrates how a “safe identity” was constructed within the specific 
time-​space continuum at the checkpoints.
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Escape journey

All participants escaped after spending one to two months under occupation. In some areas, 
like Nova Kakhovka, leaving the city was impossible during the first month. With no official 
evacuation, people typically self-​organized into convoys of buses and cars. The first escapees faced 
deadly risks, with some losing their lives to landmines. Initially, escape routes were shorter and 
had fewer checkpoints, but as the occupation continued and the front line shifted, the number of 
checkpoints on routes toward Ukraine-​controlled territories increased to 30–​50. The destruction of 
bridges and the closure of roads, such as the one through the Kakhovka Dam, forced people to take 
long detours. Escaping often meant spending days in cars, waiting in lines, exhausted, and facing 
the possibility of death on the road.

T. from Vasilyevka escaped on foot with his family in the first weeks of the occupation 
before the checkpoint system became more complicated. He recalled fearing encounters with 
unpredictable and potentially dangerous Russian forces. When they spotted a military patrol 
approaching, they hid off the road, remaining hidden until it was safe to continue. However, 
circumventing and avoiding Russian forces became nearly impossible once the checkpoint 
system was better organized.

At every checkpoint, Russian guards routinely checked documents and inspected phones. 
Anything indicating Ukrainian identity or pro-​Ukrainian/​pro-​Western sentiments could lead to 
interrogations and severe consequences. The rise of civil intelligence apps heightened the guards’ 
suspicions, particularly at checkpoints leading to Ukraine-​controlled territories. They were on 
the lookout for such apps, and any sign of sending data could be interpreted as sharing military 
information with the Ukrainian army. M. from Vasilyevka shared an instance where a guard 
checked the calculator app on his iPhone, suspecting it was used for noting coordinates. I. from 
Nova Kakhovka mentioned that guards checked if GPS was turned on at every one of the 35 
checkpoints she passed, demanding it be turned off for “security reasons.”

As documented in many sources and confirmed by participants, men were routinely stripped at 
checkpoints as guards searched for tattoos indicating any affiliation with the Ukrainian army or 
national symbols. They also checked for bruises and marks that might suggest combat involvement. 
Women could also be stripped, though less frequently than men.

Participants developed various strategies to pass through checkpoints safely. They accumulated 
information from local online groups and acquaintances who had managed to escape. Efforts to 
appear “safe” at checkpoints fell into two categories: preparing mobile phones and other electronic 
devices and adopting performative measures believed to aid in passing through.

Preparing devices

Mobile phones are capable of revealing sensitive information individuals wish to keep private. 
Consequently, all participants, before escaping, thoroughly “cleaned” their devices, including 
mobile phones, laptops, and tablets. They deleted any photos with Ukrainian symbols or indications 
of pro-​Ukrainian or pro-​Western sentiments. Any footage of war-​related destruction in their city 
was also erased. Participants made sure to remove all pro-​Ukrainian searches from Google and 
YouTube that could incriminate them.

Social media posed another risk, so they unsubscribed from pro-​Ukrainian channels and deleted 
chats or correspondence that might reveal their views. Often, they went a step further and deleted 
the social media apps where they were most active. Participants were aware that having a phone 
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“too clean” could appear suspicious. To avoid this, they meticulously performed selective cleaning, 
leaving only neutral information. They partially cleaned correspondence with friends, keeping 
only messages unrelated to the war, everyday conversations, and personal photos, while ensuring 
nothing incriminating remained. As an additional measure, V., from Kherson put her phone in 
airplane mode, fearing that new messages might pop up during a search and incriminate her. 
A similar pattern of phone “cleaning” was revealed in interviews with victims of interrogation and 
torture in occupied territories, as reported by NGO “Zmina” (Petruniok 2024, 24).

A pattern emerged of people under occupation using neutral language in their day-​to-​day 
messages, fearing sudden mobile phone searches or interrogations. In certain contexts, this neutral 
conversation masked more important topics being discussed. As one of the participants shared, 
people in occupied areas used language, disguised as innocent everyday conversations, to send 
information about the location of Russian military equipment. Messages like “Do you remember 
where we played football last year? That is a nice place.” could indicate the presence of Russian 
military equipment in that location now. In line with this reasoning, participants communicated with 
their families while on the route, ensuring not to reveal details but simply confirming their safety 
and the start of their journey.

As language is a key identifier of Ukrainian identity and an expression of a pro-​Ukrainian stance, 
all respondents communicated with guards in Russian. Some participants switched their mobile phone 
language settings from Ukrainian to Russian in preparation for the journey. This is how I. from Nova 
Kakhovka recalled the moment when she reached Ukraine-​controlled territories with a group of cars:

When we passed through the last checkpoint into the “gray zone,” [there were] fields, fields. 
There was still the threat of shelling because they could break the agreement... Maybe the 
first village where we felt safe, where we stopped at a store, everyone was so happy, people 
were crying, and we cried too. We started speaking Ukrainian, even though we hadn’t spoken 
Ukrainian at home before the war.

Performance

Speaking Russian at checkpoints was the most straightforward protective strategy to pass safely 
and avoid suspicion of having a Ukrainian identity. However, the strategies employed to mitigate 
the threat of violence stemming from the intersection of Ukrainian identity and gender were far 
more complex.

Women resorted to presenting themselves as unattractive as possible to avoid unwanted attention 
from guards, fearing sexual violence at the checkpoints. V. from Kherson, who was escaping in a 
car with two other women and small children, shared that she decided not to wash her hair before 
the trip and put effort into “being invisible” after hearing from a friend who had witnessed women 
being pulled out of cars at checkpoints just a few days earlier.

O. from Vasilyevka, took extreme measures to keep her family safe during their escape. They had 
to leave quickly after being informed by the mayor, who refused to collaborate with the occupiers, 
that Russian authorities had created lists of people with pro-​Ukrainian stances and her family was 
on the list. They had only 30 minutes before the guards’ shift change at the checkpoint leading out 
of the city. At that time, the route to Ukrainian-​controlled territories took days and involved passing 
through more than 30 Russian-​controlled checkpoints. Their plan was to tell the guards they were 
visiting relatives in a nearby village and then cut across the front line through the fields. Later, they 
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realized the fields were mined and felt fortunate to have survived. This risky endeavor was driven 
by fear for their men, who were likely to be the primary targets of violence.

Not everyone passed through checkpoints, and the abuse inflicted on the men... well, you think 
about the men first of all. As for the women, they were examined but at least not undressed...It 
always depended on the guards encountered, O. explained.

In addition to their cover story, a certain performance was necessary to pass through before the lists 
were checked. O. recalled that to persuade the guards to let them through, the women in the car 
cried, explaining that their homes had been shelled and they could no longer stay in the basement, 
which was, in fact, true.

Safety perception

Despite the effectiveness of described protective strategies, these often lacked rationality. For 
instance, turning phones to airplane mode or switching off GPS were driven by fear and chaos 
among both escapees and guards. These measures could be reversed in seconds by guards 
inspecting the phones or by migrants after passing the checkpoint. V. from Kherson expressed 
valid concerns that merely “cleaning devices” was insufficient, as technologies could recover 
deleted data. Reports from Zmina indicated that in occupied territories, mobile phone checks were 
specialized and improving (Petruniok 2024). However, interviews with escapees revealed that 
advanced technologies and intelligence were not always used at checkpoints, giving those who 
passed routine checks a better chance of avoiding more specialized scrutiny.

The irrational reasoning at checkpoints and border crossings is further highlighted in digital 
migration studies. A study on asylum seekers in Germany noted significant subjectivity in 
evaluating surveillance risks at the border and checkpoints, stating that “the boundaries between 
actual risks and speculation are fluid” (Steinbrink et al. 2021, 14). This suggests that protective 
strategies are heavily influenced not just by objective factors, but by migrants’ perceptions of 
safety at checkpoints, which can vary greatly among individuals.

Knowledge of protective strategies was often derived from rumors, networks of escapees, and 
social media. However, over time, social media became unreliable as occupation authorities began 
monitoring it. Additionally, people were frequently stopped on the streets, and their phones were 
confiscated. For example, I.’s father from Vasilyevka had his phone taken at a checkpoint and was 
given the choice to either surrender his phone or face death. Consequently, he had to inform his 
contacts that his phone number was no longer his. Over time, online activity in occupied cities 
decreased significantly as Russians could impersonate familiar usernames and use direct messages 
for interrogations.

Discussion

In spatial terms, the occupation regime creates a “territory of terror,” compelling everyone to devise 
survival strategies, whether through cooperation, underground resistance, or adopting a “safe 
identity.” The occupation regime consolidates its authority by actively suppressing individuals 
who openly resist or fail to conceal their true identities. Checkpoints are the defining elements 
of the territorial regime of terror, both deeply integrated into the urban canvas and marking its 
boundaries. Checkpoints are everywhere, within cities and across occupied territories. Spatial 
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visualization of checkpoints and roadblocks would reveal occupied urban areas as a suffocating 
net, confining residents and restricting their movement. But most importantly, checkpoints serve 
as crucial points of filtration, making any movement within occupied territories a risky endeavor.

Checkpoints are places where civilians’ trajectories intersect with the territorial regime 
of occupation, and this intersection determines a person’s fate. For those unable to leave, this 
encounter is not the final one. The checkpoint is, therefore, a key infrastructure of the occupation 
regime. The conflict between spatial figures of trajectory and territory is not only defined by the 
regime’s security measures but also by its policing of civic and gender identities suitable for the 
new spatial order.

Checkpoints are not fixed locations; their positions can change instantly. Some checkpoints are 
more static and supported by infrastructure, while others are simple roadblocks. Despite varying 
forms, checkpoints set up a “scene” in Goffman’s sense, a space with defined roles and very limited 
ways to ensure a safe encounter. For forced migrants traversing territories of terror, the anticipation 
of violence at checkpoints is a constant reality, making preparation for these encounters essential. 
The survival strategy for those trying to leave the territory of terror lies in performance, donning 
a “safe identity” mask to survive. Understanding the real culture of occupation and guards’ 
expectations, including their perceptions of who is Ukrainian and how men or women should 
behave, is essential for survival. Masking occurring at checkpoints is a natural response to the 
violence imposed by the occupying regime.

Research demonstrated that impersonating someone with a “safe identity” was not a permanent 
change but rather a temporary “mask” specifically crafted for checkpoints. For instance, two 
participants reported that, despite the need for elaborate performances at checkpoints, they were 
able to inform the Ukrainian Army about the locations of military equipment they saw on the 
way. This shows that escapees continued their resistance efforts even after putting on a “safe 
identity” mask.

The study also identified a pattern observed in digital migration studies: the inevitable symbiosis 
between migrants and their smartphones. In the Ukrainian context, distinguishing someone as 
Ukrainian solely based on their appearance or performance was impossible, thereby emphasizing 
the pivotal role of digital devices. The potential use of mobile phones for military intelligence 
made phone searches essential for guards, leading escapees to take stringent measures to secure 
their devices.

Interviews indicated that the intersection of gender and Ukrainian identity in relation to violence 
at checkpoints significantly influenced protective strategies. In women-​only groups, fear of sexual 
violence was predominant, while in mixed-​gender groups, the primary concern was violence 
against men. These fears shaped the strategies employed. And if concealing Ukrainian identity 
involved both “the cleaning of devices” and speaking Russian, gender-​related measures have been 
mainly performative, like trying to look less feminine, less “conventionally attractive,” etc.

Violence LGBTQI+​ individuals experience at checkpoints is usually the result of phone searches. 
Similar to the Ukrainian “civil identity,” LGBTQI+​ people are exposed to violence at checkpoints 
based on the digital footprint they leave. This highlights the need for further investigation into the 
strategies implemented by this particular group.

As more people from occupied territories headed east are finding routes to exit Russia through 
third countries, interviewing them could reveal the unique safety strategies they employed 
compared to those fleeing westward. Furthermore, the exploration of intersectional violence could 
be extended by investigating how Ukrainian identity intersects not only with gender but also with 
factors such as age, ethnicity, race, disability, and social status. This chapter marks the beginning of 
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a discussion on how migrants can challenge the power dynamics of occupation regimes and protect 
themselves by mastering a “safe identity” for checkpoints.

Conclusion

This study is an attempt to investigate the agency of forced migrants as they navigate urban 
landscapes to escape the military occupation. Focusing on checkpoints as literal physical filters 
that embody the occupation regime offers a spatial perspective on how violence unfolds within 
“territories of terror.” Exploring the intersection of “otherness,” particularly Ukrainian identity, 
and gender as social markers unveils a complex reality of violence at checkpoints.

The research uncovers how individuals craft a “safe identity”  specifically for checkpoints, not 
merely to comply with regulations but as a vital survival tactic. Mastering “safe identity” becomes 
crucial at checkpoints as existential spaces that define whether one can pass or become a victim 
of the territorial regime. With Ukrainian identity being fluid, measures taken by forced migrants 
to ensure their safety primarily focus on their digital presence. By meticulously cleansing digital 
footprints, people attempt to evade suspicion and ensure safe passage. Gendered role expectations 
imposed on those attempting to pass checkpoints also require them to perform the safest version 
of themselves. The war in Ukraine, like any other war, is characterized by deeply polarized gender 
roles, which lead to the adoption of protective strategies tailored to the unique risks of gender-​based 
violence. This adaptive strategy reflects remarkable resilience in the face of pervasive violence and 
uncertainty.

Note

	1	 “Security theater” refers to performances at security facilities in airports aimed at increasing the travelers’ 
feelings of safety. Both travelers and terrorists try to appear normal while screeners perform a role.

References

ADC Memorial, and Center for Civil Liberties. 2016. Violation of LGBTI Rights in Crimea and Donbass: The 
Problem of Homophobia in Territories Beyond Ukraine’s Control. The Human Rights Report. Accessed 29 
July 2024. https://​adcm​emor​ial.org/​wp-​cont​ent/​uplo​ads/​lgbt​ENG_​full​www.pdf

Amnesty International. 2022. “Ukraine: Russian Forces Extrajudicially Executing Civilians in Apparent War 
Crimes–​New Testimony.” Amnesty International, April 7. Accessed 9 September 2024. www.amne​sty.
org/​en/​lat​est/​news/​2022/​04/​ukra​ine-​russ​ian-​for​ces-​extr​ajud​icia​lly-​execut​ing-​civili​ans-​in-​appar​ent-​war-​
cri​mes-​new-​testim​ony/​

Azarov, Denys, Dmytro Koval, Gaiane Nuridzhanian, and Volodymyr Venher. 2023. “Understanding Russia’s 
Actions in Ukraine as the Crime of Genocide.” Journal of International Criminal Justice 21 (2): 233–​264. 
https://​doi.org/​10.1093/​jicj/​mqad​018

Badyuk, Olena. 2023. “‘Signs of Genocide’: Intensifying Filtration in Occupied Territories?” [‘Є ознаки 
геноциду’. Фільтрація на окупованих територіях посилюється?] Radio Svoboda, February 28. 
Accessed 9 September 2024. www.radio​svob​oda.org/​a/​nov​yny-​pryazo​vya-​rosiy​ska-​filt​rats​iya-​ukra​yint​
siv-​zloc​hyn-​henot​syd/​32290​330.html

BBC. 2022. “Kramatorsk Station Attack: What We Know So Far.” BBC, April 9. Accessed 9 September 2024. 
www.bbc.com/​news/​world-​eur​ope-​61036​740

Braverman, Irus. 2012. “Checkpoint Watch: Bureaucracy and Resistance at the Israeli/​Palestinian Border.” 
Social & Legal Studies 21 (3): 297–​320. https://​doi.org/​10.1177/​09646​6391​2441​935

Carpenter, R. Charli. 2006. “Recognizing Gender-​Based Violence Against Civilian Men and Boys in Conflict 
Situations.” Security Dialogue 37 (1): 83–​103. doi: https://​doi.org/​10.1177/​09670​1060​6064​139

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://adcmemorial.org/wp-content/uploads/lgbtENG_fullwww.pdf
http://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/04/ukraine-russian-forces-extrajudicially-executing-civilians-in-apparent-war-crimes-new-testimony/
http://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/04/ukraine-russian-forces-extrajudicially-executing-civilians-in-apparent-war-crimes-new-testimony/
http://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/04/ukraine-russian-forces-extrajudicially-executing-civilians-in-apparent-war-crimes-new-testimony/
https://doi.org/10.1093/jicj/mqad018
http://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/novyny-pryazovya-rosiyska-filtratsiya-ukrayintsiv-zlochyn-henotsyd/32290330.html
http://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/novyny-pryazovya-rosiyska-filtratsiya-ukrayintsiv-zlochyn-henotsyd/32290330.html
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-61036740
https://doi.org/10.1177/0964663912441935
https://doi.org/10.1177/0967010606064139


Escaping territories of terror  119

Center for Civil Liberties. 2022. “Euromaidan SOS Documents: List of Activists Missing or Detained by 
Russia and Proposes Joint Campaign to Protect them.” Center for Civil Liberties, March 27. Accessed 19 
September 2024. https://​ccl.org.ua/​en/​cla​ims/​eur​omai​dan-​sos-​the-​list-​of-​the-​activi​sts-​detai​ned-​by-​rus​sia-​
and-​propos​als-​regard​ing-​a-​joint-​act​ion-​campa​ign-​aim​ing-​to-​prot​ect-​them/​

Chinkin, Christine M., and Mary Kaldor. 2013. “Gender and New Wars.” Journal of International Affairs 67 
(1): 167–​187. https://​rep​osit​ory.law.umich.edu/​artic​les/​2870

Cohen, Dara Kay, and Ragnhild Nordås. 2014. “Sexual Violence in Armed Conflict: Introducing the SVAC 
Dataset, 1989–​2009.” Journal of Peace Research 51 (3): 418–​428. https://​doi.org/​10.1177/​00223​4331​
4523​028

Collins, Patricia Hill. 2017. “On Violence, Intersectionality and Transversal Politics.” Ethnic and Racial 
Studies 40 (9): 1460–​1473. https://​doi.org/​10.1080/​01419​870.2017.1317​827

Collins, Patricia Hill, and Sirma Bilge. 2016. Intersectionality. Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley & Sons.
Council of Europe. 2023. Human Rights Situation in the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the City of 

Sevastopol, Ukraine. Information Documents SG/​Inf(2023)29, August 31. Accessed 9 September 2024. 
https://​rm.coe.int/​CoER​MPub​licC​ommo​nSea​rchS​ervi​ces/​Dis​play​DCTM​Cont​ent?doc​umen​tId=​09000​
0168​0ac6​e10

Elshtain, Jean Bethke. 1982. “On Beautiful Souls, Just Warriors and Feminist Consciousness.” Women’s 
Studies International Forum 5 (3–​4): 341–​348. https://​doi.org/​10.1016/​0277-​5395(82)90043-​7

Eriksson Baaz, Maria, and Maria Stern. 2009. “Why Do Soldiers Rape? Masculinity, Violence, and Sexuality 
in the Armed Forces in the Congo (DRC).” International Studies Quarterly 53 (2): 495–​518. https://​doi.
org/​10.1111/​j.1468-​2478.2009.00543.x

Filipchuk, Liliana, Nataliia Lomonosova, Olena Syrbu, and Yuliia Kabanets. 2022. “Forced Migration and 
the War in Ukraine (February 24–​March 24).” Translated by Roksolana Mashkova. CEDOS (NGO Centre 
for Society Research), March 29. Accessed 9 September 2024. https://​cedos.org.ua/​en/​res​earc​hes/​for​ced-​
migrat​ion-​and-​the-​war-​in-​ukra​ine-​febru​ary-​24-​march-​24/​

Ford, Matthew. 2023. “Ukraine, Participation and the Smartphone at War.” Political Anthropological Research 
on International Social Sciences (PARISS) 4 (2): 219–​247. https://​doi.org/​10.1163/​25903​276-​bja10​048

Ford, Matthew, and Andrew Hoskins. 2022. “Introduction: War in the Age of the Smartphone.” In Radical 
War: Data, Attention and Control in the Twenty-​First Century, edited by Matthew Ford and Andrew 
Hoskins, 1–​10. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Goffman, Erving. 1959. The Presentation of Self in Everyday Life. Garden City, NY: Doubleday.
Golovakha, Evgenii, Kateryna Ivashchenko-​Stadnik, Oksana Mikheieva, Viktoriya Sereda. 2024. “From 

Patronalism to Civic Belonging: Dynamics of Changes in National-​Civic Identity in Ukraine.” In Ukraine’s 
Patronal Democracy and the Russian Invasion: The Russia-​Ukraine War, edited by Bálint Magyar, and 
Bálint Madlovics, partly translated by Alexander Tyrone, 292–​326. Boston, MA: Academic Studies Press.

Gregory, Thomas. 2019. “Dangerous Feelings: Checkpoints and the Perception of Hostile Intent.” Security 
Dialogue 50 (2): 131–​147. https://​doi.org/​10.1177/​09670​1061​8820​450

Griffiths, Mark, and Jemima Repo. 2021. “Women and Checkpoints in Palestine.” Security Dialogue 52 
(3): 249–​265. https://​doi.org/​10.1177/​09670​1062​0918​529

Hecht, Christina, and Stefan Kirchner. 2023. “Puzzling Spaces and Theoretical Puzzles: Working with Spatial 
Figures in Project C07.” CRC 1265 ‘Re-​Figuration of Spaces’ Blog, September 29. Accessed 9 September 
2024. https://​sfb1​265.de/​blog/​puzzl​ing-​spa​ces-​and-​theo​reti​cal-​puzz​les-​work​ing-​with-​spat​ial-​figu​res-​in-​
proj​ect-​c07/​

Human Rights Watch. 2014. “License to Harm: Violence and Harassment Against LGBT People and Activists 
in Russia.” Human Rights Watch, December 15. Accessed 9 September 2024. www.hrw.org/​rep​ort/​2014/​
12/​15/​lice​nse-​harm/​viole​nce-​and-​har​assm​ent-​agai​nst-​lgbt-​peo​ple-​and-​activi​sts-​rus​sia

Human Rights Watch. 2022a. “Ukraine: Russian Forces’ Trail of Death in Bucha.” Human Rights 
Watch, April 21. Accessed 9 September 2024. www.hrw.org/​news/​2022/​04/​21/​ukra​ine-​russ​ian-​for​
ces-​trail-​death-​bucha

Human Rights Watch. 2022b. “Ukraine: Torture, Disappearances in Occupied South.” Human Rights Watch, 
July 22. Accessed 9 September 2024. www.hrw.org/​news/​2022/​07/​22/​ukra​ine-​tort​ure-​dis​appe​aran​ces-​
occup​ied-​south

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ccl.org.ua/en/claims/euromaidan-sos-the-list-of-the-activists-detained-by-russia-and-proposals-regarding-a-joint-action-campaign-aiming-to-protect-them/
https://ccl.org.ua/en/claims/euromaidan-sos-the-list-of-the-activists-detained-by-russia-and-proposals-regarding-a-joint-action-campaign-aiming-to-protect-them/
https://repository.law.umich.edu/articles/2870
https://doi.org/10.1177/0022343314523028
https://doi.org/10.1177/0022343314523028
https://doi.org/10.1080/01419870.2017.1317827
https://rm.coe.int/CoERMPublicCommonSearchServices/DisplayDCTMContent?documentId=0900001680ac6e10
https://rm.coe.int/CoERMPublicCommonSearchServices/DisplayDCTMContent?documentId=0900001680ac6e10
https://doi.org/10.1016/0277-5395(82)90043-7
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-2478.2009.00543.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-2478.2009.00543.x
https://cedos.org.ua/en/researches/forced-migration-and-the-war-in-ukraine-february-24-march-24/
https://cedos.org.ua/en/researches/forced-migration-and-the-war-in-ukraine-february-24-march-24/
https://doi.org/10.1163/25903276-bja10048
https://doi.org/10.1177/0967010618820450
https://doi.org/10.1177/0967010620918529
https://sfb1265.de/blog/puzzling-spaces-and-theoretical-puzzles-working-with-spatial-figures-in-project-c07/
https://sfb1265.de/blog/puzzling-spaces-and-theoretical-puzzles-working-with-spatial-figures-in-project-c07/
http://www.hrw.org/report/2014/12/15/license-harm/violence-and-harassment-against-lgbt-people-and-activists-russia
http://www.hrw.org/report/2014/12/15/license-harm/violence-and-harassment-against-lgbt-people-and-activists-russia
http://www.hrw.org/news/2022/04/21/ukraine-russian-forces-trail-death-bucha
http://www.hrw.org/news/2022/04/21/ukraine-russian-forces-trail-death-bucha
http://www.hrw.org/news/2022/07/22/ukraine-torture-disappearances-occupied-south
http://www.hrw.org/news/2022/07/22/ukraine-torture-disappearances-occupied-south


120  Intersectionality and the City

IOM (International Organization for Migration). 2017. World Migration Report 2018. The UN Migration 
Agency. Accessed 26 July 2024. https://​publi​cati​ons.iom.int/​sys​tem/​files/​pdf/​wmr_​2018​_​en.pdf

Khoshnood, Kaveh, Nathaniel A. Raymond, et al. 2022. System of Filtration: Mapping Russia’s Detentions 
Operations in Donetsk Oblast. Humanitarian Research Lab at Yale School of Public Health, August 25. 
Accessed 9 September 2024. https://​hub.conf​lict​obse​rvat​ory.org/​por​tal/​apps/​sites/​#/​home/​pages/​fil​trat​
ion-​1

Knoblauch, Hubert, and Martina Löw. 2020. “The Re-​Figuration of Spaces and Refigured Modernity–​Concept 
and Diagnosis.” Historical Social Research /​ Historische Sozialforschung 45 (2): 263–​292. https://​doi.org/​
10.12759/​hsr.45.2020.2.263-​292

Kotef, Hagar, and Merav Amir. 2007. “(En)Gendering Checkpoints: Checkpoint Watch and the Repercussions 
of Intervention.” Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society 32 (4): 973–​996. https://​doi.org/​10.1086/​
512​623

Kotef, Hagar, and Merav Amir. 2011. “Between Imaginary Lines.” Theory, Culture & Society 28 (1): 55–​80. 
https://​doi.org/​10.1177/​02632​7641​0380​940

Kreft, Anne-​Kathrin, and Mattias Agerberg. 2024. “Imperfect Victims? Civilian Men, Vulnerability, and 
Policy Preferences.” American Political Science Review 118 (1): 274–​290. https://​doi.org/​10.1017/​S00030​
5542​3000​345

Laruelle, Marlène. 2024. Russia’s Ideological Construction in the Context of the War in Ukraine. Russie.
Eurasie.Reports, no. 46, March 2024. Paris: Ifri Institut français des relations internationales. Accessed 9 
September 2024. www.ifri.org/​sites/​defa​ult/​files/​atoms/​files/​ifri_​laruell​e_​ru​ssia​_​ide​olog​y_​ma​rch2​024.pdf

Lokot, Tetyana. 2023. “Russia’s Networked Authoritarianism in Ukraine’s Occupied Territories during 
the Full-​Scale Invasion: Control and Resilience.” LSE Public Policy Review 3 (1): 1–​8. https://​doi.org/​
10.31389/​lse​ppr.85

Löw, Martina. 2023. “Understanding Social Change: Refiguration.” In Considering Space: A Critical Concept 
for the Social Sciences, edited by Daniel Bartmanski, Heike Füller, Jan Hoerning, and Gregor Weidenhaus, 
19–​33. London: Routledge.

Lysenko, Yevhen. 2023. “Filtration: System, Process, and Goals.” Ukrainian Analytical Digest, no. 3 
(Nov): 7–​12. https://​doi.org/​10.3929/​ethz-​b-​000646​799

Maiese, Michelle. 2003. “Dehumanization.” In Beyond Intractability, edited by Guy Burgess, and Heidi 
Burgess. Boulder, CO: Conflict Information Consortium, University of Colorado. Accessed 9 September 
2024. www.beyon​dint​ract​abil​ity.org/​essay/​deh​uman​izat​ion

Malyarenko, Tetyana, and Borys Kormych. 2024. “New Wild Fields: How the Russian War Leads to the 
Demodernization of Ukraine’s Occupied Territories.” Nationalities Papers 52 (3): 497–​515. https://​doi.
org/​10.1017/​nps.2023.33

Mansbach, Daniela. 2009. “Normalizing Violence: From Military Checkpoints to ‘Terminals’ in the Occupied 
Territories.” Journal of Power 2 (2): 255–​273. https://​doi.org/​10.1080/​175402​9090​3072​591

McSorley, Kevin. 2015. “The Fangs Behind the Mask: Everyday Life in Wartime Chechnya.” In Masquerades 
of War: War Politics and Experience, edited by Christine Sylvester, 118–​135. Abingdon: Routledge. 
https://​doi.org/​10.4324/​978131​5749​372-​8

Melnikov, Andrii, Iryna Ignatieva, and Katerina Nastoyasha. 2024. “An Empirical Application of Mental 
Mapping to Analyze National Identity Among Ukrainian Students.” Sage Open 14 (1): 1–​12. https://​doi.
org/​10.1177/​215824​4023​1225​844

Nash Svit Center. 2022. LGBTQ and War: A Report on the Specific Problems of the Ukrainian LGBTQ 
Community Since the Beginning of the Russian Invasion’s New Phase. November 23, 2022. Kyiv: Nash 
Svit Center. Accessed 9 September 2024. https://​gay.org.ua/​publi​cati​ons/​Rep​ort-​on-​LGBTQ-​and-​war-​
eng.pdf

Nasinde, Shama, and Stephanie Busari. 2022. “African Students Trapped in Kherson.” CNN, March 15. 
Accessed 9 September 2024. https://​edit​ion.cnn.com/​2022/​03/​15/​eur​ope/​afri​can-​stude​nts-​trap​ped-​kher​
son-​lgs-​cmd-​intl/​index.html

New Lines Institute, and RWI (Raoul Wallenberg Institute for Human Rights). 2022. An Independent Legal 
Analysis of the Russian Federation’s Breaches of the Genocide Convention in Ukraine and the Duty to 
Prevent. New Lines Institute for Strategy and Policy, and RWI Raoul Wallenberg Institute for Human 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/wmr_2018_en.pdf
https://hub.conflictobservatory.org/portal/apps/sites/#/home/pages/filtration-1
https://hub.conflictobservatory.org/portal/apps/sites/#/home/pages/filtration-1
https://doi.org/10.12759/hsr.45.2020.2.263-292
https://doi.org/10.12759/hsr.45.2020.2.263-292
https://doi.org/10.1086/512623
https://doi.org/10.1086/512623
https://doi.org/10.1177/0263276410380940
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0003055423000345
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0003055423000345
http://www.ifri.org/sites/default/files/atoms/files/ifri_laruelle_russia_ideology_march2024.pdf
https://doi.org/10.31389/lseppr.85
https://doi.org/10.31389/lseppr.85
https://doi.org/10.3929/ethz-b-000646799
http://www.beyondintractability.org/essay/dehumanization
https://doi.org/10.1017/nps.2023.33
https://doi.org/10.1017/nps.2023.33
https://doi.org/10.1080/17540290903072591
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315749372-8
https://doi.org/10.1177/21582440231225844
https://doi.org/10.1177/21582440231225844
https://gay.org.ua/publications/Report-on-LGBTQ-and-war-eng.pdf
https://gay.org.ua/publications/Report-on-LGBTQ-and-war-eng.pdf
https://edition.cnn.com/2022/03/15/europe/african-students-trapped-kherson-lgs-cmd-intl/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2022/03/15/europe/african-students-trapped-kherson-lgs-cmd-intl/index.html


Escaping territories of terror  121

Rights, May 2022. Accessed 9 September 2024. https://​newlin​esin​stit​ute.org/​wp-​cont​ent/​uplo​ads/​Engl​ish-​
Rep​ort-​2.pdf

Ochab, Ewelina U. 2022. “United Nations: Rape Is Part of Russia’s Military Strategy.” Forbes, October 
14. Accessed 9 September 2024. www.for​bes.com/​sites/​eweli​naoc​hab/​2022/​10/​14/​uni​ted-​nati​ons-​rape-​is-​
part-​of-​russ​ias-​milit​ary-​strat​egy/​?sh=​361ae​19f3​6a0

OHCHR (Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights). 2017. Conflict-​Related Sexual 
Violence in Ukraine: 14 March 2014 to 31 January 2017. Office of the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Human Rights. Accessed 30 July 2024. www.ohchr.org/​sites/​defa​ult/​files/​Docume​nts/​Countr​ies/​UA/​
Report​CRSV​_​EN.pdf

OHCHR (Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights). 2022a. Killings of 
Civilians: Summary Executions and Attacks on Individual Civilians in Kyiv, Chernihiv, and Sumy Regions 
in the Context of the Armed Conflict in Ukraine. Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, December 2022. Accessed 9 September 2024. www.ohchr.org/​sites/​defa​ult/​files/​2022-​12/​
2022-​12-​07-​OHCHR-​Thema​tic-​Rep​ort-​Killi​ngs-​EN.pdf

OHCHR (Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights). 2022b. Report on the Situation 
of Human Rights in Ukraine in the Context of the Armed Attack by the Russian Federation, 24 February 
to 15 May 2022. Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, June 29. Accessed 9 
September 2024. www.ohchr.org/​en/​docume​nts/​coun​try-​repo​rts/​situat​ion-​human-​rig​hts-​ukra​ine-​cont​ext-​
armed-​att​ack-​russ​ian-​fed​erat​ion

OHCHR (Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights). 2023. Report on the 
Human Rights Situation in Ukraine 1 August 2022–​31 January 2023. Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, March 24. Accessed 9 September 2024. www.ohchr.org/​en/​docume​nts/​
coun​try-​repo​rts/​rep​ort-​human-​rig​hts-​situat​ion-​ukra​ine-​1-​aug​ust-​2022-​31-​janu​ary-​2023

OHCHR (Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights). 2024a. Report on the Human 
Rights Situation in Ukraine: 1 December 2023–​29 February 2024. Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, March 26. Accessed 30 July 2024. www.ohchr.org/​en/​docume​nts/​coun​
try-​repo​rts/​rep​ort-​human-​rig​hts-​situat​ion-​ukra​ine-​1-​decem​ber-​2023-​29-​febru​ary-​2024

OHCHR (Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights). 2024b. “UN Report Details 
‘Climate of Fear’ in Russian Occupied Areas of Ukraine.” OHCHR, March 20. www.ohchr.org/​en/​press-​
relea​ses/​2024/​03/​un-​rep​ort-​deta​ils-​clim​ate-​fear-​occup​ied-​areas-​ukra​ine-​russ​ian-​fed​erat​ion

Ombudsman of Ukraine. 2023. National Minorities and Indigenous People Under Occupation: The 
Struggle for Survival. Kyiv: Ombudsman of Ukraine. Accessed 30 July 2024. https://​ombuds​man.gov.
ua/​stor​age/​app/​media/​uploa​ded-​files/​doslidzhennyanatsionalnimenshinispiln​otii​kori​nnin​arod​ivok​upat​
sii-​1.pdf

Ormhaug, Christin Marsh, Patrick Meier, and Helga Hernes. 2009. “Armed Conflict Deaths Disaggregated 
by Gender.” International Peace Research Institute (PRIO), November 23. Accessed 9 September 2024. 
www.prio.org/​publi​cati​ons/​7207

Outright International. 2023. LGBTQ Lives in Conflict and Crisis: A Queer Agenda for Peace, Security, and 
Accountability. New York, NY: Outright International. Accessed 30 July 2024. https://​outrig​htin​tern​atio​
nal.org/​sites/​defa​ult/​files/​2023-​02/​LGB​TQLi​vesC​onfl​ictC​risi​s_​0.pdf

Ovuorie, Tobore. 2022. “Ukraine War: Nigerian Students Trapped in Kherson.” DW, March 17. Accessed 9 
September 2024. www.dw.com/​en/​ukra​ine-​war-​niger​ian-​stude​nts-​trap​ped-​in-​kher​son/​a-​61165​474

Panchenko, Janush. 2023. “Ukrainian Roma Under Russian Occupation.” Antigypsyism, March 16. Accessed 
30 July 2024. https://​antig​ypsy​ism.eu/​ukrain​ian-​roma-​under-​russ​ian-​occ​upat​ion/​

Peterson, V. Spike. 2007. “Thinking Through Intersectionality and War.” Race, Gender & Class 14 (3/​
4): 10–​27.

Petruniok, Borys. 2024. Illegal Detention, Torture and Ill-​Treatment of the Civilian Population of 
Ukraine: Similarity of the Practices of Committing Crimes in the Regions Occupied by Russia in 2022. 
Kyiv: Human Rights Centre ZMINA. Accessed 30 July 2024. https://​zmina.ua/​wp-​cont​ent/​uplo​ads/​sites/​
2/​2024/​01/​ana​lyti​cal-​brief_​eng_​web.pdf

Portnov, Andrii. 2019. “Neither Admiration Nor Fear: Stereotypes About Ukraine in Germany.” In Ukraine in 
Histories and Stories, edited by Volodymyr Yermolenko, 273–​287. Kyiv: Internews Ukraine.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://newlinesinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/English-Report-2.pdf
https://newlinesinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/English-Report-2.pdf
http://www.forbes.com/sites/ewelinaochab/2022/10/14/united-nations-rape-is-part-of-russias-military-strategy/?sh=361ae19f36a0
http://www.forbes.com/sites/ewelinaochab/2022/10/14/united-nations-rape-is-part-of-russias-military-strategy/?sh=361ae19f36a0
http://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Countries/UA/ReportCRSV_EN.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Countries/UA/ReportCRSV_EN.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/2022-12/2022-12-07-OHCHR-Thematic-Report-Killings-EN.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/2022-12/2022-12-07-OHCHR-Thematic-Report-Killings-EN.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/country-reports/situation-human-rights-ukraine-context-armed-attack-russian-federation
http://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/country-reports/situation-human-rights-ukraine-context-armed-attack-russian-federation
http://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/country-reports/report-human-rights-situation-ukraine-1-august-2022-31-january-2023
http://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/country-reports/report-human-rights-situation-ukraine-1-august-2022-31-january-2023
http://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/country-reports/report-human-rights-situation-ukraine-1-december-2023-29-february-2024
http://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/country-reports/report-human-rights-situation-ukraine-1-december-2023-29-february-2024
http://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/03/un-report-details-climate-fear-occupied-areas-ukraine-russian-federation
http://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/03/un-report-details-climate-fear-occupied-areas-ukraine-russian-federation
https://ombudsman.gov.ua/storage/app/media/uploaded-files/doslidzhennyanatsionalnimenshinispilnotiikorinninarodivokupatsii-1.pdf
https://ombudsman.gov.ua/storage/app/media/uploaded-files/doslidzhennyanatsionalnimenshinispilnotiikorinninarodivokupatsii-1.pdf
https://ombudsman.gov.ua/storage/app/media/uploaded-files/doslidzhennyanatsionalnimenshinispilnotiikorinninarodivokupatsii-1.pdf
http://www.prio.org/publications/7207
https://outrightinternational.org/sites/default/files/2023-02/LGBTQLivesConflictCrisis_0.pdf
https://outrightinternational.org/sites/default/files/2023-02/LGBTQLivesConflictCrisis_0.pdf
http://www.dw.com/en/ukraine-war-nigerian-students-trapped-in-kherson/a-61165474
https://antigypsyism.eu/ukrainian-roma-under-russian-occupation/
https://zmina.ua/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2024/01/analytical-brief_eng_web.pdf
https://zmina.ua/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2024/01/analytical-brief_eng_web.pdf


122  Intersectionality and the City

Putin, Vladimir. 2021a. “On the Historical Unity of Russians and Ukrainians.” President of Russia, July 12. 
www.en.krem​lin.ru/​eve​nts/​presid​ent/​news/​66181

Putin, Vladimir. 2021b. “Vladimir Putin’s Annual News Conference.” President of Russia, December 23. 
http://​en.krem​lin.ru/​eve​nts/​presid​ent/​news/​67438

Pütz, Ole. 2012. “From Non-​Places to Non-​Events: The Airport Security Checkpoint.” Journal of 
Contemporary Ethnography 41 (2): 154–​188. https://​doi.org/​10.1177/​08912​4161​1426​431

Radchenko, Yana. 2022. “Social Isolation, Ignoring Needs and Multiple Discrimination: What Ukrainian 
Roma Face When Fleeing War.” ZMINA, December 28. Accessed 9 September 2024. https://​zmina.info/​
en/​artic​les-​en/​soc​ial-​isolat​ion-​ignor​ing-​needs-​and-​multi​ple-​dis​crim​inat​ion-​what-​ukrain​ian-​roma-​face-​
when-​flee​ing-​war/​

Rating Group. 2022. “The Tenth National Survey: Ideological Markers of the War (April 27, 2022).” Rating 
Group, May 3. Accessed 9 September 2024. https://​rati​nggr​oup.ua/​en/​resea​rch/​ukra​ine/​desyatyy_​
obschenacionalnyy_​opros_​ideologicheskie_​ma​rker​y_​vo​yny_​27_​a​prel​ya_​2​022.html

Sabbagh, Dan. 2022. “Russia Is Creating Lists of Ukrainians ‘To Be Killed or Sent to Camps,’ US Claims.” 
The Guardian, February 21. Accessed 30 July 2024. www.theg​uard​ian.com/​world/​2022/​feb/​21/​us-​cla​ims-​
rus​sia-​creat​ing-​lists-​of-​ukr​aini​ans-​to-​be-​kil​led-​or-​sent-​to-​camps-​rep​ort

Sasse, Gwendolyn, and Alice Lackner. 2019. “War and State-​Making in Ukraine: Forging a Civic Identity 
from Below?” Ideology and Politics Journal 1 (12): 75–​98.

Schmitt, Michael N., and William Casey Biggerstaff. 2022. “Ukraine Symposium–​Are Civilians Reporting 
with Cell Phones Directly Participating in Hostilities?” Articles of War, November 2. Accessed 9 September 
2024. https://​lie​ber.westpo​int.edu/​civili​ans-​report​ing-​cell-​pho​nes-​dir​ect-​partic​ipat​ion-​host​ilit​ies/​

Schon, Justin. 2016. “The Centrality of Checkpoints for Civilians During Conflict.” Civil Wars 18 (3): 281–​
310. https://​doi.org/​10.1080/​13698​249.2016.1215​638

Serrano-​Amaya, Jose Fernando. 2018. Homophobic Violence in Armed Conflict and Political Transition. 
New York: Palgrave.

Snyder, Timothy. 2022. “Russia’s Genocide Handbook.” Snyder’s Substack, April 8. Accessed 9 September 
2024. https://​sny​der.subst​ack.com/​p/​russ​ias-​genoc​ide-​handb​ook

State Security Service of Ukraine. 2022. “Russian Special Services Arrange Staged Stories in the Russian 
Media: Foreigners are Forcibly Taken from Kherson to Crimea for PR (audio)” [Спецслужби РФ 
влаштовують постановочні сюжети у Росії, насильно вивозять іноземців з Херсону до Криму для 
піару (Аудіо).] State Security Service of Ukraine, April 27. Accessed 9 September 2024. https://​ssu.gov.
ua/​nov​yny/​spets​sluz​hby-​rf-​vlash​tovu​iut-​postan​ovoc​hni-​siuzh​ety-​u-​ros​zmi-​nasy​lno-​vyvoz​iat-​ino​zemt​siv-​
z-​khers​onu-​do-​krymu-​dlia-​piaru-​audio

Steinbrink, Enno, Lilian Reichert, Michelle Mende, and Christian Reuter. 2021. “Digital Privacy Perceptions 
of Asylum Seekers in Germany: An Empirical Study About Smartphone Usage During the Flight.” 
Proceedings of the ACM on Human-​Computer Interaction 5 (Article 382): 1–​24. https://​doi.org/​10.1145/​
3479​526

Tawil-​Souri, Helga. 2011. “Qalandia Checkpoint as Space and Nonplace.” Space and Culture 14 (1): 4–​26. 
https://​doi.org/​10.1177/​12063​3121​0389​260

UNHCR (United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees). 2022. “Mid-​Year Trends 2022.” UNHCR, 
October 27. www.unhcr.org/​publi​cati​ons/​mid-​year-​tre​nds-​2022

UNHRC (United Nations Human Rights Council). 2023. Report of the Independent International Commission 
of Inquiry on Ukraine. A/​HRC/​52/​62, March 15, §§ 78–​85. Accessed 9 September 2024. www.ohchr.org/​
sites/​defa​ult/​files/​docume​nts/​hrbod​ies/​hrcoun​cil/​coi​ukra​ine/​A_​H​RC_​5​2_​62​_​AUV​_​EN.pdf

UN Women. 2017. “Facts and Figures: Humanitarian Action.” Last updated May 2017. Accessed 30 July 
2024. www.unwo​men.org/​en/​what-​we-​do/​human​itar​ian-​act​ion/​facts-​and-​figu​res

U.S. Department of State. 2023. Ukraine 2022 Human Rights Report. Country Reports on Human Rights 
Practices for 2022. U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor. 
Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of State. Accessed 30 July 2024. www.state.gov/​wp-​cont​ent/​uplo​ads/​
2023/​03/​UKRA​INE-​2022-​HUMAN-​RIG​HTS-​REP​ORT-​ed.pdf

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.en.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/66181
http://en.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/67438
https://doi.org/10.1177/0891241611426431
https://zmina.info/en/articles-en/social-isolation-ignoring-needs-and-multiple-discrimination-what-ukrainian-roma-face-when-fleeing-war/
https://zmina.info/en/articles-en/social-isolation-ignoring-needs-and-multiple-discrimination-what-ukrainian-roma-face-when-fleeing-war/
https://zmina.info/en/articles-en/social-isolation-ignoring-needs-and-multiple-discrimination-what-ukrainian-roma-face-when-fleeing-war/
https://ratinggroup.ua/en/research/ukraine/desyatyy_obschenacionalnyy_opros_ideologicheskie_markery_voyny_27_aprelya_2022.html
https://ratinggroup.ua/en/research/ukraine/desyatyy_obschenacionalnyy_opros_ideologicheskie_markery_voyny_27_aprelya_2022.html
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/feb/21/us-claims-russia-creating-lists-of-ukrainians-to-be-killed-or-sent-to-camps-report
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/feb/21/us-claims-russia-creating-lists-of-ukrainians-to-be-killed-or-sent-to-camps-report
https://lieber.westpoint.edu/civilians-reporting-cell-phones-direct-participation-hostilities/
https://doi.org/10.1080/13698249.2016.1215638
https://snyder.substack.com/p/russias-genocide-handbook
https://ssu.gov.ua/novyny/spetssluzhby-rf-vlashtovuiut-postanovochni-siuzhety-u-roszmi-nasylno-vyvoziat-inozemtsiv-z-khersonu-do-krymu-dlia-piaru-audio
https://ssu.gov.ua/novyny/spetssluzhby-rf-vlashtovuiut-postanovochni-siuzhety-u-roszmi-nasylno-vyvoziat-inozemtsiv-z-khersonu-do-krymu-dlia-piaru-audio
https://ssu.gov.ua/novyny/spetssluzhby-rf-vlashtovuiut-postanovochni-siuzhety-u-roszmi-nasylno-vyvoziat-inozemtsiv-z-khersonu-do-krymu-dlia-piaru-audio
https://doi.org/10.1145/3479526
https://doi.org/10.1145/3479526
https://doi.org/10.1177/1206331210389260
http://www.unhcr.org/publications/mid-year-trends-2022
http://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/coiukraine/A_HRC_52_62_AUV_EN.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/coiukraine/A_HRC_52_62_AUV_EN.pdf
http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/humanitarian-action/facts-and-figures
http://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/UKRAINE-2022-HUMAN-RIGHTS-REPORT-ed.pdf
http://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/UKRAINE-2022-HUMAN-RIGHTS-REPORT-ed.pdf


Escaping territories of terror  123

U.S. Department of State. 2024. Ukraine 2023 Human Rights Report. County Reports on Human Rights 
Practices for 2023. U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor. 
Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of State. Accessed 9 September 2024. www.state.gov/​wp-​cont​ent/​
uplo​ads/​2024/​03/​528​267-​UKRA​INE-​2023-​HUMAN-​RIG​HTS-​REP​ORT.pdf

von Löwis, Sabine, and Gwendolyn Sasse. 2021. “A Border Regime in the Making? The Case of the Contact 
Line in Ukraine.” Historical Social Research /​ Historische Sozialforschung 46 (3): 208–​244. https://​doi.
org/​10.12759/​hsr.46.2021.3.208-​244

Zurbriggen, Eileen L. 2010. “Rape, War, and the Socialization of Masculinity: Why Our Refusal to Give Up 
War Ensures That Rape Cannot Be Eradicated.” Psychology of Women Quarterly 34 (4): 538–​549. https://​
doi.org/​10.1111/​j.1471-​6402.2010.01603.x

 

 

 

 

http://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/528267-UKRAINE-2023-HUMAN-RIGHTS-REPORT.pdf
http://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/528267-UKRAINE-2023-HUMAN-RIGHTS-REPORT.pdf
https://doi.org/10.12759/hsr.46.2021.3.208-244
https://doi.org/10.12759/hsr.46.2021.3.208-244
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1471-6402.2010.01603.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1471-6402.2010.01603.x

