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THE ROLE OF THE INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT (ICC) IN 

THE PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS 

 

In today’s world, where conflicts and human rights violations have taken on new 

forms, the role of the International Criminal Court is critical. The threat of mass crimes 

affecting huge numbers of people remains relevant, especially in the context of armed 

conflicts in Syria, Ukraine, Sudan and other countries. Many state structures are unable 

or unwilling to bring the guilty parties to justice, which gives rise to the need for 

international justice. The ICC acts as a last resort to ensure justice when national 

systems are not functioning properly. In addition, the court’s activities are important for 

the protection of basic human rights and the strengthening of the international legal 

system aimed at overcoming impunity and ensuring justice for victims of international 

crimes. 

The International Criminal Court (ICC) plays a key role in ensuring justice for 

victims of the most serious international crimes, such as genocide, war crimes, crimes 

against humanity and aggression. Established under the Rome Statute in 1998, the ICC 

became the first permanent international court responsible for investigating and 

prosecuting those responsible for these crimes [1]. 

The purpose of the court’s activity is not only to punish the guilty, but also to 

prevent new acts of violence, to promote international peace and stability. The role of 

the ICC is becoming more and more important against the background of the growing 

number of conflicts and violations of human rights in various parts of the world [1]. A 

key task of the ICC is the fight against impunity for serious violations of human rights, 

especially during armed conflicts. The Court acts as an international mechanism to 

bring to justice those who commit crimes in circumstances where national legal systems 
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are unable or unwilling to prosecute the perpetrators. This allows to protect the rights of 

victims and ensure justice. 

It is also necessary to take into account the opinion of the researcher A.M. 

Ivanytskyi, who in his writings focuses on the role of the International Criminal Court 

(ICC) as an important international body dealing with the most serious crimes, such as 

genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes and aggression. Ivanytskyi emphasizes 

the need to prosecute those guilty of these crimes as an important step to ensure human 

rights and maintain international security [2, p. 84]. The author claims that the ICC 

serves as an important tool in international law that complements national judicial 

systems. This means that the ICC intervenes in cases only when states are unable or 

unwilling to consider them. Thanks to this approach, the ICC helps to fill the gaps in 

justice, ensuring that criminals do not avoid responsibility for their actions [2, p. 84]. 

The jurisdiction of the ICC, as detailed in the Rome Statute, is based on the basic 

principle of complementarity. This principle provides that the International Criminal 

Court intervenes only in the case of the inability or unwillingness of national courts to 

effectively perform their functions. That is, if there is a conflict of jurisdiction between 

the International Court of Justice and national courts, preference is given to national 

institutions, since the International Court of Justice does not replace, but only supports, 

national legal systems, taking effect only in case of their inaction [3, p.158]. 

The jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court (ICC) is limited to 

consideration of four categories of crimes that have special international significance. 

These categories include crimes of genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes and 

crimes of aggression. The ICC was created to investigate and bring to justice those who 

committed these serious crimes, which are a threat to international peace and security. 

The limitation of jurisdiction to only these four types of crimes emphasizes the 

importance of the court’s role in the fight against the most severe violations of human 

rights. 

According to Article 6 of the Rome Statute, acts aimed at the total or partial 

destruction of any national, ethnic, racial or religious group as such are considered 

genocide. Such actions include, in particular, the killing of group members; causing 
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them serious physical or mental injuries; creation of living conditions that contribute to 

the complete or partial extermination of the group; measures that prevent the birth of 

children in the group; as well as the forced transfer of children from one group to 

another. Each of these actions aims at the deliberate destruction or weakening of a 

group, which is the essence of the crime of genocide. This crime is the most serious 

among international crimes and falls under the special attention of international 

justice [1]. 

Crimes against humanity are governed by Article 7 of the Rome Statute, which 

includes several clauses detailing the elements of this crime. The first paragraph 

provides a list of actions that can be qualified as crimes against humanity, which 

includes murder, enslavement, deportation, torture, rape, forced labor and other acts 

committed as part of large-scale or systematic attacks on the civilian population [1]. 

The ICC also plays an important role in protecting the rights of victims of 

international crimes. In particular, the court provides mechanisms for the participation 

of victims in the judicial process and provides an opportunity to receive compensation 

for damages, which includes both material compensation and measures for the 

rehabilitation of victims, helping them to rebuild their lives after the traumas they have 

experienced. In addition, the ICC contributes to preserving the memory of the victims, 

establishing responsibility for their suffering and giving them a voice in the 

international arena [4, p. 56]. 

In addition to punishing committed crimes, the ICC has a preventive role. Its 

activities are aimed at preventing future human rights violations, as trials and verdicts 

set legal precedents that affect the international community. Judgments of the ICC not 

only punish criminals, but also serve as a warning to other individuals and states that 

violations of international legal norms will not go unpunished, which creates conditions 

for maintaining peace and stability in the long term. 

For the effective implementation of its mission, the ISS actively cooperates with 

other international and regional organizations dealing with issues of human rights 

protection, including the United Nations (UN), the African Union and the European 

Union, as well as non-governmental organizations. Thanks to this cooperation, the court 
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has the opportunity to receive the necessary information, support and resources for the 

effective performance of its tasks. This interaction strengthens the global system of 

human rights protection and contributes to the coordination of international efforts in 

the fight against violations [3, p.158]. 

 The International Criminal Court plays a fundamental role in ensuring 

international justice. Through trials and investigations, the ICC sets the standard for 

justice in cases involving the most serious crimes, such as genocide and war crimes. 

The court provides an opportunity not only to prosecute individuals, but also to 

contribute to the development of international law, which ensures equality before the 

law for all, regardless of their status or positions [4, p. 56]. 

In connection with the Russian Federation’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 

February 2022, the International Criminal Court launched an investigation into possible 

war crimes and crimes against humanity committed on the territory of Ukraine. This 

decision became a landmark example of how the ICC fulfills its function in the 

protection of human rights in the conditions of a large-scale military conflict. The ICC 

started the investigation already in March 2022, after the appeal of 39 member countries 

of the Rome Statute. Among the main crimes considered by the ICC are mass killings of 

civilians, rape, child abduction and other violations of international humanitarian law. 

The ICC’s activity in this case demonstrates its ability to quickly respond to serious 

violations of human rights and provide international legal support to countries that 

suffer from aggression [5]. 

In March 2023, the International Criminal Court issued an arrest warrant for the 

President of the Russian Federation, Vladimir Putin, and the Commissioner for 

Children’s Rights, Maria Lvova-Belova. They were accused of organizing the forced 

transfer of Ukrainian children to Russia, which is a violation of international law and 

classified as a war crime. The decision set a precedent, as it was the first time in the 

history of the ICC that an arrest warrant had been issued for a sitting head of state, 

underscoring the importance of the court’s independence and its ability to prosecute 

even the highest officials for crimes against humanity. This case illustrates the capacity 



174 

 

of the ICC to protect children’s rights and advocate for victims in a conflict in which 

children have become one of the most vulnerable categories. 

Consequently, the International Criminal Court (ICC) plays an important role in 

the protection of human rights by ensuring international accountability for the most 

serious crimes such as genocide, war crimes, crimes against humanity and aggression. 

The intervention of the ICC is especially relevant in the context of modern conflicts, in 

particular during the war in Ukraine, where the court investigates numerous violations 

of human rights, including mass murders, sexual violence and forced displacement of 

children. The importance of the ICC is that it gives victims access to justice, helps 

strengthen international law and ensures that perpetrators do not escape punishment, 

even if they are high-ranking officials or leaders of states. The ICC’s investigation 

during the war in Ukraine is a clear example of its ability to respond to global threats to 

human rights, protecting the most vulnerable population groups. 

 

LIST OF USED SOURCES: 

1. Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court: Statute dated 07.17.1998. 

URL : https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/995_588#Text  

2. Ivanytskyi A. M. Activity of the International Criminal Court as an international 

legal instrument for the protection of human rights. Protection of human rights in 

Ukraine: current state and prospects for improvement: coll. scientific-practical theses 

round table dedicated to the 74th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights (Khmelnytskyi, December 9, 2022). P. 83-85 URL : 

https://web.ccu.gov.ua/sites/default/files/library/zbirnyk_2022.pdf#page=83  

3. Bereznyak V. Regarding the peculiarities of the jurisdiction of the International 

Criminal Court: an analysis of certain provisions of the Rome Statute. Scientific 

Bulletin of the Dnipropetrovsk State University of Internal Affairs. 2022. No. 1. P. 157-

158. 

4. Hrushko M. V. Cooperation between the International Criminal Court and 

Ukraine in connection with the international armed conflict. Academic visions. 2023. 

No. 23. URL : https://www.academy-vision.org/index.php/av/article/view/67  

https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/995_588#Text
https://web.ccu.gov.ua/sites/default/files/library/zbirnyk_2022.pdf#page=83
https://www.academy-vision.org/index.php/av/article/view/67


175 

 

5. Resolution of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine On the Statement of the 

Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine «On Ukraine’s recognition of the jurisdiction of the 

International Criminal Court regarding the commission of crimes against humanity and 

war crimes by high-ranking officials of the Russian Federation and leaders of the 

terrorist organizations «DPR» and «LPR», which led to particularly serious 

consequences and mass murder of Ukrainian citizens» dated February 4, 2015. URL : 

https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/145-19#Text 

 

Key words: international criminal court, human rights, genocide, war crimes, 

crimes against humanity, jurisdiction, responsibility. 

 

Scientific adviser: Candidate of Legal Sciences, Associate Professor, 

Associate Professor of the Department of International and European Law, 

National University «Odesa Law Academy» 

Kanenberg-Sandul Oksana. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/145-19#Text


522 

 

Шевель Юлія Олегівна 

МІЖНАРОДНЕ ТА НАЦІОНАЛЬНЕ ЗАКОНОДАВСТВО ПРО ПРАВА ЛЮДИНИ У ПЕРІОД 

ЗБРОЙНИХ КОНФЛІКТІВ………………………………………………………………………..166 

Boiko Veronika  

THE ROLE OF THE INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT (ICC) IN THE PROTECTION OF 

HUMAN RIGHTS…………………………………………………………………………...……….170 

СЕКЦІЯ № 4. МІЖНАРОДНЕ ЕКОЛОГІЧНЕ ПРАВО………………………176 

Загребнюк Дар’я Михайлівна 

МІЖНАРОДНЕ ПРАВО ТА ЗМІНА КЛІМАТУ………………………………………………….176 

Степаненко Руслана Андріївна 

МІЖНАРОДНО-ПРАВОВІ АСПЕКТИ КЛІМАТИЧНИХ ЗМІН ПІД ЧАС ВІЙНИ В 

УКРАЇНІ…………………………………………………………………………………………….180 

СЕКЦІЯ № 5. МІГРАЦІЙНЕ ПРАВО……………………………..……………185 

Андрущенко Анна Олександрівна 

ПРОБЛЕМА НЕЛЕГАЛЬНОЇ МІГРАЦІЇ ТА БОРОТЬБА З НЕЮ НА МІЖНАРОДНОМУ 

РІВНІ………………………………………………………………………………………………..185 

Басюк Вікторія Вікторівна 

РОЛЬ МІЖНАРОДНИХ ОРГАНІЗАЦІЙ У РЕГУЛЮВАННІ МІГРАЦІЙНИХ ПРОЦЕСІВ….189 

Бєлова Лідія Максимівна 

ПРАВО НА ПРИТУЛОК У КОНТЕКСТІ СУЧАСНИХ МІГРАЦІЙНИХ КРИЗ: МІЖНАРОДНО-

ПРАВОВИЙ АСПЕКТ………………………………………………………………………………192 

Бойко Альона Сергіївна 

ЩОДО ПИТАННЯ МІЖНАРОДНО-ПРАВОВОГО ЗАХИСТУ БІЖЕНЦІВ ТА МІГРАНТІВ ПІД 

ЧАС ЗБРОЙНИХ КОНФЛІКТІВ…………………………………………………………………..196 

Димура Катерина Володимирівна  

МІГРАЦІЙНА КРИЗА В ЄС: ПОШУК БАЛАНСУ МІЖ БЕЗПЕКОЮ ТА ПРАВАМИ 

ЛЮДИНИ…………………………………………………………………………………………….201 

Костенко Іван Віталійович 

РОЛЬ МІЖНАРОДНИХ ОРГАНІЗАЦІЙ У БОРОТЬБІ З НЕЗАКОННОЮ МІГРАЦІЄЮ…….205 

Крутієва Катерина Анатоліївна 

ЕВОЛЮЦІЯ МІГРАЦІЙНОГО ПРАВА В УКРАЇНІ..……………………………………………209 

Ліферова Владислава Владиславівна 

ОСОБИСТИЙ ЗАКОН УКРАЇНСЬКИХ БІЖЕНЦІВ В НІМЕЧЧИНІ В УМОВАХ ВОЄННОГО 

СТАНУ………………………………………………………………………………………………212 

Пугач Марина Віталіївна 


