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In contrast, the United States employs a decentralized, hybrid model,
where the government, private sector, and civil society share responsibility
for providing legal aid. The Legal Services Corporation coordinates nation-
wide civil assistance, while Public Defender Offices safeguard the constitu-
tional right to counsel in criminal cases. However, access to legal aid in civil
matters largely depends on non-governmental initiatives, private founda-
tions, and pro bono work, resulting in broader civic participation but also
regional disparities.

Kravchenko O.
Economista
Nowara, Italia

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE CODE OF CONDUCT
FOR ITALIAN LAWYERS

Legal ethics in Italy plays a crucial role in maintaining a high level of
trust in the legal profession and the judicial system. It serves as the founda-
tion of a lawyer’s independence and ensures adherence to the principles
of justice, integrity, and confidentiality in relations with clients, colleagues,
and the court. Compliance with ethical norms helps preserve the reputa-
tion of the legal profession as an intellectually and morally responsible field
dedicated to serving the interests of justice. In this regard, special attention
will be given to the Code of Conduct for Italian Lawyers.

The Code of Conduct for Italian Lawyers, approved by the National Bar
Council of Italy (Consiglio Nazionale Forense), establishes a comprehensive
framework of ethical and professional standards governing the behavior of
lawyers in their relationships with clients, courts, colleagues, and other le-
gal actors. It serves as a cornerstone for maintaining professionalism, inde-
pendence, and integrity within Italy’s legal system. The Code consists of
seven parts and seventy-three articles, each addressing specific aspects of
legal practice and professional ethics. The main sections include general
principles, relations with clients, relations between lawyers, duties before
the court, relations with third and opposing parties, relations with forensic
institutions, and final provisions.

The general principles define fundamental ethical values such as inde-
pendence, integrity, competence, confidentiality, and the avoidance of con-
flicts of interest. Relations with clients regulate the duties of communica-
tion, diligence, loyalty, and financial transparency, ensuring that lawyers act
in the best interests of those they represent. Relations between lawyers em-
phasize collegiality, mutual respect, and the prohibition of unfair competi-
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tion, thereby strengthening the unity of the profession. Duties before the
court include maintaining proper conduct, respect for judicial institutions,
and refraining from procedural abuses or misleading arguments. Relations
with third and opposing parties ensure that lawyers interact ethically with
all participants in the legal process, maintaining fairness and professional-
ism. Relations with forensic institutions focus on collaboration with judicial
bodies and administrative institutions while preserving the lawyer’s autono-
my and dignity. The final provisions contain transitional rules, disciplinary
procedures, and regulations regarding the entry into force of the Code [1].

One of the defining features of the Italian Code is its recognition of the
legal profession as an infellectual activity governed by Articles 2229—2238 of
the Italian Civil Code. This characterization underscores the intellectual
and ethical nature of advocacy, distinguishing it from commercial or admin-
istrative professions. Foreign lawyers practicing in Italy are also bound by
the same ethical principles and must adhere to the Code’s standards while
operating within the Italian jurisdiction. Professional secrecy (segreto pro-
fessionale) is treated as a core obligation: lawyers are required to maintain
absolute confidentiality regarding client information, even after the conclu-
sion of a case. Disciplinary responsibility extends not only to the lawyer’s
personal actions but also to those of their associates or staff members, en-
suring accountability at every level of professional practice.

The Code plays a crucial role in safeguarding ethical standards and
preserving public trust in the legal system. It establishes a foundation for
self-regulation, reinforcing the independence of the legal profession while
promoting accountability through bar associations and disciplinary coun-
cils. The Italian model demonstrates how a balance between autonomy and
responsibility can strengthen both professional integrity and the quality of
justice.

In conclusion, the Code of Conduct for Italian Lawyers is a compre-
hensive and modern legal-ethical framework that reflects the high standards
of the Italian legal tradition. With its seven parts and seventy-three articles,
it offers a clear and structured vision of legal professionalism, emphasizing
integrity, competence, and service to justice.
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