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STATE POLICY IN THE SPHERE OF INFORMATIONAL RIGHTS 

PROTECTION ON THE WAY TO EUROPEAN INTEGRATION 

 

Implementation of the recommendations given to the candidate countries for EU 

membership is a prerequisite for their further European integration. The latest 

recommendations for both Ukraine and the Republic of Moldova (these 

recommendations are similar because the list of problems that stand in the way of 

European integration is very similar) concern, in particular, issues of comprehensive 

reform of the justice system in all institutions of the justice system and the prosecutor's 

office, strengthening and involving civil society in decision-making processes at all 

levels, as well as strengthening the protection of human rights [1].  

As we can see, one of the important conditions for the integration of Ukraine and 

Moldova into the European Union was, is and remains the protection of human rights, 

including in the information sphere, in particular in the sphere of involving civil 

society in the decision-making process, as well as overcoming the influence of vested 

interests through the harmonization of the law on mass media with the EU Directive 

on audiovisual media services and the transfer of powers to an independent media 

regulator [2, 3]. 

Therefore there is a certain set of criteria not only for European integration but for 

every state that wants to be democratic. In particular, such criteria are adequate 

guarantees of personal inalienable rights of citizens, including the right to freedom of 

information, because Informational rights are among those foundations without which 

a democratic society is impossible. The importance and strengthening of informational 

rights of citizens is evidenced by quite a number of international human rights 

instruments. 

The state must promote the implementation and protection of human richts 

including informational in all possible ways. It should always be remembered that the 

observance of human information rights is a necessary condition for a dignified human 

existence, as well as a guarantee of the realization of all other human rights, which is 

noted in UN Resolution 59 (I) of 1946, where it is emphasized that freedom of 

information is a basic human right and represents the criterion of all kinds of freedom, 

the protection of which the United Nations has dedicated itself. 
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About 25% of the number of human rights and freedoms can be considered as 

informational rights, including the right of citizens to apply to state bodies and local 

self-government bodies, the right of everyone to get acquainted with documents and 

materials that directly affect their rights and freedoms, etc. For example, the right to 

access to official (legal) information is enshrined in legal acts in different ways. This 

right was not mentioned in international documents until 2000, only the right to 

information was enshrined as a part of freedom of thought and opinion. In Europe, 

legal acts in the field of informatization ensure the implementation of the right to 

access to official information. In national legal systems, this right is enshrined in 

constitutions (Belgium, Sweden, Romania, and Estonia) and in special laws (Sweden, 

USA, France, Great Britain, Belgium, Japan).  European legislation ensuring the right 

to information is based on Art. 10 of the Convention on the Protection of Human 

Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, according to which information rights are a 

component of freedom of expression: they must be exercised “without interference 

from public authorities and regardless of state borders”. This convention gained great 

popularity due to the fact that it provides for a body that protects the declared rights 

and freedoms of citizens - the European Court of Human Rights. 

Some scientists emphasizes that the informational function of the state is the main 

one, it allows ensuring the performance of all other state functions. The activity of all 

branches of state power is based on information, but information is used most 

extensively in the activities of executive power bodies. Activities to ensure citizens' 

right to access to information of state administration bodies are part of the 

informational function of these bodies.  The monopolistic disposal of information is 

inadmissible, it affects the state itself: if the state informs its citizens incompletely, 

untruthfully, this leads to receiving the same feedback, which accordingly makes it 

impossible to make adequate decisions. 

Not only in the context of European integration, but any state which pretends to 

be democratic, should be more open to citizens in the informational sphere because it 

is necessary not only to significantly facilitate access to it, but also to regulate its legal 

basis. Nowadays it is vitally necessary to put an end to the informational deficit not 

only by declaring but also by ensuring the citizen's right to information [4, pp. 15-17]. 

Besides this information openness regarding the activities of state authorities is 

one of the factors in the fight against corruption in building an informational society 

and which is also a condition for European integration.  

In Ukraine informational activity is regulated by numerous regulatory and legal 

acts. However, according to experts in this field, the legal regulation of ensuring the 

right to access to information needs its further improvement. Scientists and specialists 

express different opinions about the modernization of Ukrainian legislation in the 

sphere of regulation of the right to access to official information. Herewith it is 
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necessary to take into account the latest recommendations of the European Union 

regarding overcoming the influence of vested interests through the harmonization of 

the law on mass media with the EU Directive on audiovisual media services and the 

transfer of powers to an independent media regulator. It also should be remembered 

that only "broad access to information allows citizens to develop an adequate vision 

and form critical views about the state of society in which they live and about the 

authorities that manage them" [5, pp. 85-88]. 

It will also not be superfluous to remind that not only Ukraine, but the entire 

world is staying in the process of transformation. Everything is under transformation, 

especially people. And changes are always difficult, especially changes caused by war. 

The openness of a state, the ability to speak with the world the same language are the 

factors that acquire key importance in the era of transformations, they are the basis of 

an open, free society. In a free society all people act voluntarily, having the freedom to 

obtain resources to realize their potential.  
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