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In this article the author examines the methodological issues of formation and 

development of the institutional theory of crime in terms of economic, sociological 

and politological institutionalism. The conclusion is made that the institutional 

approach to crime is currently gaining particular importance, given that 

the lifestyle and behavioral standards are formed within the framework of social 

institutes, which are based on social practices. Under the conditions of social 

disorganization and anomie, social practices are being deformed and criminalized, 

as consequently are the social institutes. 
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The present article provides the analyses of the theories of social solidarity 

that were formed at 19th through 20th centuries. The place of ideas of solidarity 

in the contemporary models of democracy is also determined. 
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