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ON LEGAL REGULATION OF FOREST OWNERSHIP IN UKRAINE 

 
Among the natural resources of the state, forests have a special place. 

Forest is an integral part of the environment and is the most powerful plant 
community in terms of diversity of structure and level of impact on the 
nature. According to Art. 7 of the Forest Code of Ukraine, forests located 
within the territory of Ukraine are objects of property of the Ukrainian 
people. Forests can be in state, municipal and private ownership [1]. Today, 
because of the economic, environmental and social importance of forests, the 
issues of forest management in wartime are quite acute and require detailed 
attention. Thus, 73 % belong to the sphere of management of the State Agency 
of Forest Resources of Ukraine, other forests fall under the management of 
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territorial communities, citizens and legal entities. That is why there is  
a question about the effectiveness of such management and the state of 
forests that are in municipal and private ownership. 

State ownership of forests and forest lands presents in almost all 
developed countries, although its share among other forms of ownership 
varies from country to country (for example, 80 % of Norway’s forests are 
private, Canada has almost 95 % of state forests). 

The experience of forestry in Europe shows that in most European 
countries private forests have dominate position, but state forests also have 
successful functioning with them. In general, 85 % of the world’s forests are 
state-owned. This indicates that state ownership of forests is appropriate and 
necessary. It should be borne in mind that state forests are dominating where 
the climatic conditions for their cultivation are difficult, or when they have 
important social, environmental and social functions, or where conditions are 
unfavorable for profitable forestry. Historically, low-profitable forest lands 
gradually came under the care of the state, and some did not. This is well 
illustrated by the example of Canada, Sweden and some other 
countries [2, p. 65]. It should be noted that today the legal regime of 
municipal owned forests and forest lands are almost indistinguishable from 
the state-owned legal regime, especially in terms of their general use. 

According to V. Nosik, although the law enshrines the right of municipal 
property, its concept remains unproven methodologically, economically or 
legally, so the definition of the legal status of territorial communities as 
subjects of land ownership by demarcating land between the state and 
communities does not and cannot have prospects given the negative 
consequences of such a distinction for society. Legislative consolidation of the 
legal status of the subjects of land ownership in accordance with the 
imperatively established forms of property rights must be regulated by the 
Basic Law of the state [3, р. 186]. According to the act of the Cabinet of 
Ministers of Ukraine of December 29, 2021 № 1777-r “On approval of the State 
Forest Management Strategy of Ukraine until 2035” some of the main 
problems of forest management in Ukraine are: lack of municipal forest 
management mechanisms and lack of economic mechanisms to encourage 
conservation technologies or their elements, protection, reproduction of 
forests, in particular on privately owned lands.  

In accordance with Part III of this Order, the State Agency of Forest 
Resources of Ukraine coordinates and monitors the implementation of 
forestry measures in state-owned forests and ensures coordination of forestry 
activities of permanent forest users and forest owners of all forms of 
ownership in accordance with law. Also, it provides legal, educational, 
consulting support to communal forest users [4]. In addition, it is assumed 
that municipal ownership of forests, the area and condition of stands of 
which are insufficient to ensure effective forestry, should be transferred, with 
the consent of the relevant local government to state ownership. 

Regarding the private ownership of forests, the transfer of forests to 
private ownership from state and municipal is prohibited, and new forests 
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can appear only after granting forest status to existing self-seeding forests 
and through afforestation.  

In our opinion, this plan on forest management will have a positive 
impact, as forest management on communal and private lands is not always 
effective, so the transfer of forests from communal to state ownership, those 
forest lands that are in poor condition, will help establish the stability of the 
forest industry. 
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WORLD TENDENCIES OF HYDROGEN ENERGY DEVELOPMENT 

 
Climate change, global warming, ozone depletion, environmental crisis… 

All of this without a doubt is not a complete list of challenges facing humanity 
that need to be solved as soon as possible to prevent global catastrophes. 
Climate security is a rather complex category, which depends on many 
factors, in particular, on achieving climate neutrality. Most of the world’s 
leading countries have announced their intentions in this direction, and such 
leaders as the United States, the European Union, China, Japan, and South 
Korea have been the most successful in turning the slogan into reality. The 
economic activity of these countries is already characterized by the 
introduction of new methods and technologies, re-equipment and 
modernization of production, reduction of negative emissions into the 
atmosphere in order to prevent its pollution and the inevitable consequences. 


