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PROFESSIONAL DEFORMATION  
OF ADVOCATES LEGAL CONSCIOUSNESS

The issue of professional deformation regarding legal consciousness is always 
relevant due to the constant presence of negative factors in the work of advocates, 
regarding the problem of emotional stability, resistance to the harmful influence 
and balance between high productivity in the profession and stereotyped work 
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scheme, which causes rather low efficiency and even misconduct in forms that go 
against the law and ethical norms.

In the modern law theory by «legal consciousness» mostly meant the sum of 
emotions, feelings, ideas, theories, concepts and general feedback through which 
we can see the current legal situation; attitude towards the law and juristic practice, 
quality orientation of lawful behavior, perspectives and ways of development of the 
law system. [1]

We can describe a concept of deformation of legal consciousness as the 
distortion of rational, emotional or volitional components of its structure, which 
makes it difficult or impossible to regulate human conduct effectively. [2]

Nowadays science considers deformation of legal consciousness as legal 
anomaly, deviation from general regularities, due to various factors of objective 
and subjective order. Main goal of studying this issue is to find out what are the 
reasons for emergence of such a phenomena, how it can be eliminated, and why it 
keeps reappearing if legal system is made with an intention to be ideal [3].

As for the professional deformation of legal consciousness, that commonly 
referred to as just professional deformation, which is rather uninformative, 
considering the fact that changes in the performance of any type of professionals are 
strongly dependent on the from of legal consciousness possessed by an individual 
and play a great role in forming the legal consciousness of the society and has 
a strong connection to the emergence of unlawful behavior, especially if we are 
talking about professions closely involved with legislation.

Speaking about the profession of advocate, manifestation of this phenomena 
can be seen in the emergence of negative psychological qualities of the personality, 
that have advert impact on the fulfillment of the professional duties and personal 
sphere, preventing the achievement of professionalism [4]. The rate of deformation 
can vary based on personal traits of a lawyer, level of education, peculiarities of the 
people they interact with in work environment (criminals, or generally unlawful 
people, unhealthy competition of colleagues etc.)

We can identify the following ways of professional deformation that are 
common for advocates: the legal nihilism – the denial of common values, moral 
norms, culture (characterized by disrespectful attitude towards law and expressed in 
the solving problems of trustee in unlawful manner). Emotional coldness, cynicism, 
apathy to the destiny of the trustee, which is far beyond the professional rational 
detachment. Low level of communication culture, common for people interacting 
with criminals. Assimilation of elements of the criminal subculture (penitentiary-
lexical norms or criminal slang) and their use in professional activities. Formalism, 
stereotypical approach to problem solving, which are damaging for the individual 
needs in particular cases. Professional selfishness, which often blocks effective 
interaction with representatives of other law enforcement agencies [5].

As for the preconditions that could be taken to slow down or eliminate the 
process of such deformation there are variety of thoughts. Some scholars believe 
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that maintaining the creative part of the advocates’ activity could be the leading 
factor in keeping the interest and avoidance of forming stereotypical thought 
process, in the same time it can be a it being also a helpful tool in developing 
advocates̀  abilities through studying, seminars etc. Other scholars recommend 
some training of psychological and moral resistance of the advocates, workshops 
on the matter of personal growth and emotional stability, professional consultation 
with specialists etc. In general advocate should be well oriented in the work ethics, 
juridical psychology for establishing right goals in working in the law sphere and 
be able to distinguish work from personal life.

In conclusion, we can define that the problem of professional deformation of 
the legal consciousness cab be solved by the law methods, with the help of norms 
and creation a special social conditions such as comfortable workings environment, 
opportunities to develop creatively and involve as a professional, being able to have 
provided professional help and psychological consultation while being a complete 
person with social and private life.
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