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Dear participants of the International Scientific and Practical Conference!

It is my honour to welcome you to the International Scientific and Practical
Conference «Expert Support in the Investigation of Organized Crime: International
Experience and National Practice», organized by the Department of Criminalistics,
Forensic Examinations and Polygraphology of the Faculty of Prosecution and
Investigation (Criminal Justice) of the National University «Odesa Law Academy», the
National Centre of Judicial Expertise under the Ministry of Justice of the Republic of
Moldova, and the Odesa Scientific Research Institute of Forensic Examinations of the
Ministry of Justice of Ukraine.

The significance of the results of our International Scientific and Practical
Conference cannot be overstated. In the context of intensifying hybrid threats and the
systemic adaptation of criminal activity to new technological and social conditions,
scientific support for combating organized crime acquires strategic importance. The
relevance of this academic event is determined by the urgent need to develop an effective
forensic mechanism capable of ensuring high-quality counteraction to criminal activity
committed by organized groups, as well as the need to elaborate innovative
recommendations aimed at improving the work of law enforcement agencies of Ukraine.

Particularly important is the fact that this Conference serves as a platform for
strengthening international cooperation, in particular between scientific and forensic
institutions of Ukraine and the Republic of Moldova. The exchange of experience, joint
analysis of European practices, and harmonization of approaches to forensic support for
the investigation of criminal offences committed by organized criminal groups are
critically important for countering transnational organized crime.

The papers submitted for publication—authored both by experienced scholars and
practitioners and by the younger generation of researchers—reflect ways of addressing
the most acute and topical issues of modern criminalistics and forensic science. This
task 1s especially relevant in light of European integration processes, the ongoing reform
of the criminal justice system, and the constant evolution of the forms and methods of
organized criminal activity. Crime is no longer limited to traditional techniques; it
actively employs new mechanisms for executing criminal intent and relies on high
technologies both to commit and to conceal its activities.

The decision to hold this Conference is driven by the need to discuss the current
state and future prospects of forensic activity and criminalistics, including the
development and implementation of advanced forensic tools, technologies, and
innovative scientific recommendations in the practical work of various law enforcement
bodies. On this international and national platform, we have a unique opportunity to
examine urgent issues of human rights protection in criminal justice, to discuss the use
of modern scientific and technical means and information technologies in investigative
and judicial practice, to analyze pressing challenges of conducting diverse forensic
examinations, and to improve tactical and methodological recommendations for law
enforcement activities. Equally important are the criminalistic, criminological, criminal -
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law and criminal-procedural aspects of combating crime, including the study of the
causes and patterns of criminal behaviour.

The International Scientific and Practical Conference «Expert Support in the
Investigation of Organized Crime: International Experience and National Practice»
provides an opportunity to discuss highly relevant issues of forensic support in
countering certain types of organized crime; the use of specialized knowledge in
investigating manifestations of organized crime during armed conflict; international
cooperation in the field of informational and expert support; and the application of
innovative technologies and modern investigative methods in combating organized
criminal activity.

Therefore, the International Scientific and Practical Conference «Expert Support
in the Investigation of Organized Crime: International Experience and National
Practice» stands as an intellectual platform aimed at discussing the most pressing
theoretical and practical issues that are directly relevant to enhancing the effectiveness
of national and international efforts to combat organized crime.

I sincerely thank all scholars and practitioners for your significant contribution to
the development of international cooperation, national science, and professional
practice. I wish you continued success and new scientific achievements. I am confident
that joint discussion of the issues of modern forensic support for combating organized
crime—through the combination of practical experience and progressive scientific
1deas—Ilays the foundation for building the intellectual future of our University and for
improving the tools and methods used by law enforcement agencies of Ukraine.

President of the National University
«Odesa Law Academyy,

Honoured Lawyer of Ukraine,

Doctor of Law, Professor,
Academician of the National Academy
of Legal Sciences of Ukraine

Odesa, Ukraine

Serhiy Kivalov

32



