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STUDENTS' FIRST STEPS TO SCIENS AT THE DEPARTMENT OF PROPEDEUTICS
OF PEDIATRICS OF ODESSA NATIONAL MEDICAL UNIVERSITY

«Period of person’s life from 16 to 23 years is the most decisive,
fateful. It defines direction of person’s thinking and his character»
K. D. Ushinskiy

Nowdays highly qualified doctor is a skilled organizer, who is able to implement in practice the
principles of scientific labor organization.

The history of medicine knows many cases of youth being part of scientific research. Many
famous scientists made their first steps to discoveries during student days, subsequently gaining worldwide
fame for their work. One of the prominent therapists of the beginning of XIX century M. Ya. Mudrov twice
received a gold medal during his student years for his researches in pathology. N.

Pirogov received his medical diploma at the age of 18. I. I. Mechnikov published his first work at the
age of 18, while being a first year student of Kharkiv University Natural Science faculty. During his 5"
student year, N. F. Gamaleya completed his first scientific work on the topic “Influence of oxygen intake
on fermentation and decomposition”. At the age of 14 1. P. Pavlov read an I. M. Sechenov's book named
“Brain reflexes”, and later, while studying at the university, together with his fellow student V. Velikiy
received a gold medal for completion of two year-long research work concerning nerve influence on the
pancreatic gland.

The department of propedeutics of pediatrics of Odessa National medical university since 2006
has been encouraging international English language students to participate in the student scientific society,
where both International and Ukrainian students together complete scientific work [1-3; 4]. The opportunity
is given to Students to expand their professional and practical theoretical knowledge, develop clinical
thinking and skills of a creative approach to the patient, prepare scientific presentations [5; 6-8; 9-11]. The
result of working with the student scientific society is a presentation at the annual scientific student
conference that helps participants develop public speaking skills in connection with scientific work, free
handling of information, the ability of quickly concentrate to answer questions and scientific discussion
skills. The first English-language work was completed by international English language students in
2006/2007, who were awarded diploma of 1* degree on international student and young scientist conference
“Youth - to medicine of the future”. Our participants became prize winners multiple times at scientific
student conferences. The participation in the student scientific society helps to the students to constantly
improve their knowledge, develop skills of a researcher, and wide theoretical view.

Not everybody will connect his future with science; however, experience of a researcher will
remain as a valuable asset for any specialist.
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