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ABOUT PROBLEMS OF NON-PROLIFERATION  
OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS

The topic of research into the problems of non-proliferation of weapons 
of mass destruction is extremely relevant in the modern world. Weapons 
of mass destruction include nuclear, chemical, and biological weapons that 
can cause mass killing of humans and adversely affect the ecosystem of the 
whole world. There are a number of international treaties and agreements 
in the world aimed at the non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, 
including the: 

–	 Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons;
–	 the Convention on the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons;
–	 the Convention on the Prohibition of Biological Weapons. 
However, many countries do not adhere to these agreements, which 

increases the risk of using weapons of mass destruction. Therefore, the 
problem of non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction is a serious 
threat to international security and stability. These threats can be the result 
of terrorist attacks, unauthorized use of weapons and failure to control their 
proliferation.

Nuclear weapons are one of the most dangerous, destructive, inhumane 
and indiscriminate weapons ever created, as their use can lead to mass 
destruction and serious consequences for humanity and the environment. 
Therefore, nuclear arms control is an important component of international 
security and stability.

The main documents governing international nuclear arms control 
are the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, 1968 and the 
Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty, 1996. In addition, national laws and 
international treaties regulate the production, transportation, storage and use 
of nuclear weapons.

International control over nuclear weapons is carried out through 
various international organizations and mechanisms. One of the most 
important international bodies dealing with nuclear weapons control is 
the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). The IAEA supervises the 
production and use of nuclear weapons, and also promotes the development 
of international standards for the safety of nuclear energy. In addition, 
there are other international initiatives aimed at reducing the risks of using 
nuclear weapons, such as the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear 
Weapons (ICAN), which consists of various non-governmental organizations 
and promotes the idea of banning nuclear weapons.

The main features of a nuclear weapon are that: it uses a nuclear 
reaction to create an explosion with a large amount of energy, high power, 
radioactivity, high accuracy and the ability to strike from a long distance. 
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The international legal basis for nuclear disarmament control is a number 
of current international treaties, such as: the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation 
of Nuclear Weapons (1968), the Treaty on the Prohibition of the Placement 
of Nuclear Weapons in Maritime Waters (1971), the Antarctic Treaty (1959), 
the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the 
Caribbean (1967), the South Pacific Nuclear-Free Zone Treaty (1985), the 
Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone Treaty in Southeast Asia (1995), the Nuclear-
Weapon-Free Zone Treaty in of Africa (1996), the Treaty on a Nuclear-
Weapon-Free Zone in Central Asia (2006), as well as bilateral agreements 
of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) with individual states 
(so-called safeguards treaties) and other international documents.

The modern practice of international relations shows that the violation of 
contractual obligations regarding the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons 
violates the basic principles of international law, such as the prohibition 
of the use of force or the threat of force, the good faith fulfillment of 
international obligations and cooperation. The principle of non-proliferation 
of nuclear weapons, which constitutes the normative basis of international 
security law, is related to other basic principles of international law through 
the imperative norms of international law.

The main components of the principle of non-proliferation of nuclear 
weapons are the obligation of nuclear states not to transfer nuclear weapons 
and technologies for their production to non-nuclear states, as well as the 
obligation of non-nuclear states not to accept nuclear weapons from nuclear 
states and to abandon their production. These components were detailed in 
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons of 1968 and other 
international agreements.

Thus, nuclear weapons play an important role in international relations, 
as their presence poses a potential threat to the security of the world 
community. The principle of non-proliferation of nuclear weapons, which is 
recognized as a customary norm of international law, is an important tool for 
ensuring international security. However, the problem is that many countries 
do not follow this principle, and some of them are even actively developing 
their nuclear programs. This poses a threat to international stability and 
security, as armed conflicts involving the use of nuclear weapons can have 
unpredictable consequences for the entire world. Therefore, it is important 
to continue to work on strengthening international nuclear non-proliferation 
regimes and the development of international treaties and nuclear arms 
control mechanisms to ensure the security of the world community.

Ultimately, the problem of non-proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction is a global problem that requires a comprehensive approach and 
joint efforts on the part of all states. Only under such conditions can success 
be achieved in the fight against this threat and ensure peace and security 
throughout the world.

Key words: weapons of mass destruction, nuclear weapons, non-proliferation of weapons 
of mass destruction.

Ключові слова: зброя масова знищення, ядерна зброя, нерозповсюдження зброї 
масового знищення.
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