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HISTORICAL LEGAL DOCUMENTS OF ANCIENT OLBIA

Law in the ancient world was an authoritative and mandatory regulator
of political life. In characterising the ancient city-state of Olbia, it is necessary
to note the similarity of its legal and judicial systems to those of Athens, as
for a long time the city was part of the Athenian Maritime Union, which had
a significant impact on Olbia.

A number of Olbian legal texts have survived to nowadays. Historical legal
documents are sources of law recorded in writing that have long since ceased
to be in force. They only preserve the memory of the law of the past and are
therefore important for historical and legal science. From those documents,
we learn about the essence of the legal rules that were in force in the past.

However, it should be noted that for centuries in the history of
humankind, among all sources of law, ancient customs and traditions
sanctioned by the state and compulsory for the population have played
a dominant role in regulating social relations. Together, they created
customary law, or the so-called unwritten law, which regulated most
relations in ancient history. An extensive network of customary law also
existed in the Northern Black Sea states, in particular, Olbia. The customary
law developed in the Northern Black Sea states was heavily influenced
by the law of neighbouring peoples - first, nomadic tribes such as the
Scythians and Saki, and later by Roman law. Therefore, one of the sources
of Olbia law is the norms of customary law [2, p. 49].

The study of epigraphic inscriptions with legal content found by
archaeologists is of great importance for analysing the development of
Olbia law, since they are the most unbiased of all the sources available
today. Back in the early twentieth century, V. Buzeskul, one of the patriarchs
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of modern historical science, emphasised that inscriptions “are alien to the
subjectivity that distinguishes the works of historians. Mostly they are more
or less contemporary with the events they refer to and have come down to us
directly, without being distorted by numerous correspondents” [1, p. 14].

Epigraphic inscriptions discovered during excavations allow us to
scientifically analyse authentic texts of legal content: laws, decrees,
resolutions, oaths, and agreements that reflect the essential features of Olbia
law in the 7* century BCE — 3" century CE.

Scientific studies in order to analyse the social structure and legal status
of certain categories of the population provide numerous examples of
lapidary inscriptions usage. This indicates the possibility of determining the
principal features of the state law, civil law, administrative law, marriage and
family law, criminal law of the polis, as well as the norms of the international
law system that prevailed in the Northern Black Sea region. Olbia did not
stay aloof from the rest of the world. It actively established trade relations,
entered into military alliances, and concluded international agreements,
which were one of the sources of law.

The most famous historical document of international law of the
15t century BCE is the Treaty of Miletus-Olbia, adopted shortly after 331 BCE,
the year of the siege of Olbia by Zopyrion, the commander of Alexander
the Great. The document, engraved on a stone block, was discovered
by archaeologists during excavations in the city of Miletus in 1903. The
agreement probably confirmed and expanded the terms of another earlier
agreement. According to its articles, the citizens of Miletus and Olbia on the
territory of both city-states were equal in civil rights [1, p. 16].

Yet, the primary sources of Olbia law include laws and decrees of the
People’s Assembly, decrees of the Boule - the City Council, and decisions of
magistrates. Laws issued on behalf of the people and the Council were the
most important. They were legal acts regulating social relations and had
the highest judicial power. One such law of the Olbia Polis was a special law
on money circulation, also known as the decree of Kanobos. It established
liability for violation of the rules on currency transactions. Its most
significant point was the article obliged all purchases and sales to be carried
out in local money Olbian staters. Money had to be exchanged in a designated
place on a stone in the ecclesiastical building. Violators of the established
norms were brought to criminal liability [3, p. 15].

The other type of legal document was decrees. They began with the
words “Decided by the Council and the People”, i.e. they were adopted by the
People’s Assembly and the Council. Many decrees were issued in honour of
certain citizens, foreigners, who helped the polity in difficult times.

In the works of domestic archaeologists, a number of proxeny decrees
have been studied, a significant number of which were discovered during
the excavations of Olbia. Fragments of marble slabs with inscriptions
granting the status of proxenos to foreigners living in Olbia have been
subjected to a thorough analysis. A considerable number of lapidary legal
documents survived to nowadays allow making a sufficiently complete and
comprehensive analysis of the characteristic features of the ancient Olbia
legal system.
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Thus, the legal system of the Athenian polis democracy was the basis
of the law of Olbia, and its peculiarity was the customs of the local or
neighbouring population influence. The main sources of law were considered
to be laws and decrees of the People’s Assembly, decrees of the City Council,
decisions of magistrates, which were made taking into account customs and
traditions, and international treaties. Law and customs were often identified.
In the late 5th century BCE, the priority of laws and decrees prevailed.
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HIEPIIEHbKOBA BIKTOPIA AHATOJIIIBHA

HauioHaavHull yHigepcumem «00ecbka HpUuouHHa aKkaoemis»,
doueHm Kagedpu icmopii depacasu i npasga, KaHoUAam HPUOUHHUX HAYK, OOUEHIM

MPABOBE PETYJIFOBAHHSA CIMEMTHHUX BIZITHOCHH B VKPAIHI
(70-80-TI PP. XX CT.)

CiM’q — € TeBHUM QyHAaAMeHTOM GOpPMyBaHHS 0COOHUCTOCTI CYCIILIBLCTBA.
Oco6/IMBOCTI peryytoBaHHS CIMEMHUX BiTHOCHH B YKpalHi 3aBXXAU IIPUBep-
Taj0 yBary HAayKOBIIiB, OCOOGJIMBO $K CiMeMHI BiJHOCMHHU yperyJbOoBaHi
CHOTO/IHI Ha 3aKOHOJaBUYOMY PiBHI, a TaK0X B icTOpii. 3 oIy Ha Iie XOTi-
Jlocs 6 3BepHYTHCS [0 iCTOpIl peryjloBaHHS CIMeHMHHX BIJHOCHH, a caMe
PO 0COGJIMBOCTI YKJIQeHHS Ta pO3ipBaHHS LLII00Y, IIpO IIpaBa i 060B’I3KHU
4IeHIB POAVHY, OMiKy Ta IiKJIyBaHHS BifIoBimHO 1m0 Komekcy mpo Iiro6
iciM’to YPCP 1969 p.

CiMeliHI BIJHOCMHH B paAgHCBKIM VKpaiHi peryaroBaauca OcCHO-
BaMHU 3akKoHozaBcTBa Coro3y PCP 1 cowsHHX pecny6iik IIpo ILIH06
i1 civo Bifg 27 4yepBHa 1969p., a Takox Komexkcom IIpo HUIO6 Ta
civ’'ro (KnllIC) Vkpaincekoi PCP 6ysno mpuiiHsaTo 20 depBHS 1969 p., sIKU
HabpaB YnHHOCTI 1 ciuHg 1970 p. CTPYKTYypHO BiH CKJIafaBCcs 3 6 PO3JIIIB,
SIKi mopisisiivcs Ha 26 r1aB i 201 cratri [3, c. 398].

YV pospimi 1 «3arajabHi IIOJIOJKeHHs» BH3HAa4YeHI OCHOBHI IIOJIO-
JKeHHs, 3aKOHOJaBCTBO PO N6 Ta MOro ciM’ro i MOTO 3aCTOCYBaHHS,
1o3oBHa fAaBHicTh. KnllIC YPCP y cT. 3 3aKpillMB PIiBHICTBH ’KIHKH 1 40JIO-
BiKa y ciMeMHUX BifHOCHMHaX. PiBHiCTH mpaB y ciM’l IpyHTyBajacsi i Ha
cT. 102 KoHctuTynii VPCP 1937 p., siKa Iepejbadasa piBHICTH IIpaB >KIHKHU
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