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TRANSFORMATION OF THE ADVOCACY
UNDER MARTIAL LAW

The war that has been ongoing in Ukraine since 2022 has not only chal-
lenged the statehood, economy and society, but has also been a powerful
catalyst for transformations in the legal system. One of the most vulnerable
institutions to change has been the institution of advocacy, designed to pro-
vide citizens and other individuals with professional legal assistance. At the
same time, martial law has had a significant impact on legal practice.

With the start of the full-scale invasion by the Russian Federation, advo-
cates found themselves in a situation where the usual mechanisms of work
became unavailable or significantly limited. Travel between regions, access
to courts, communication with clients — all of this became a challenge. As
stated in the official publication of the UNBA, «All advocates in Ukraine
whose activities have not been suspended must be provided with permits to
move around during curfew in order to ensure their clients’ right to freely
choose their defence counsel» [1].

As L. Ostapenko and A. Shandruk mentioned: «russian aggression has
not only complicated political, economic and other processes within our
country, but has also caused numerous changes in many areas of public life,
and the activities of the Ukrainian bar are no exception» [2, p. 176].

In addition to logistical difficulties, advocates faced psychological pres-
sure that comes with working in conditions of constant danger. Shelling,
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evacuations, loss of contact with clients — all this creates an additional
burden that requires not only professional endurance but also mental health
support. The issue of psychological assistance is increasingly being raised in
publications by the legal community, because supporting the mental health
of Ukrainian advocates during the war is not a luxury, but a necessity [2].

Under martial law, ethical dilemmas are exacerbated, particularly with
regard to maintaining attorney-client privilege. Digital risks, hacking of
electronic systems, interception of communications — all of this jeopar-
dizes confidentiality, which is the basis of trust between an advocate and
their client. In such conditions, advocates are forced to balance between
protecting the interests of their clients and the requirements of state secu-
rity, which sometimes conflict. This requires the professional community to
strictly adhere to ethical standards and develop new protocols for protecting
information.

Technical transformation has become another important aspect of
change. Court hearings are increasingly being held online, and client con-
sultations are taking place remotely. This requires advocates to acquire new
skills, including digital literacy, proficiency in electronic document man-
agement tools, and the ability to work in an environment of cyber threats.
The work of advocates is increasingly moving into the digital realm, which
requires adaptation to new technological challenges and improved technical
competence.

The war has also brought to the fore the issue of reforming legislation on
the legal profession. There is now a need to strengthen guarantees of inde-
pendence, security and professional protection for advocates. It is expected
that, once martial law has been lifted, there will be a comprehensive review
of the regulatory framework, taking into account the experience gained in
extreme conditions. This will allow for the formation of a more sustainable
model of legal practice, capable of functioning effectively even in crisis situ-
ations.

Thus, the transformation of the legal profession under martial law is a
multidimensional process that encompasses organizational, ethical, psy-
chological and technological aspects. The Ukrainian advocacy has dem-
onstrated its ability to adapt, maintain professional standards and protect
human rights even in the most difficult circumstances. This experience not
only shapes a new model of advocate activity, but also lays the foundation
for future reforms that will make the advocate profession even more resil-
ient, effective and independent.
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BUMOTI'M 10 AIIBOKATA TA OT0O TIOMIYHMKA,
IXHI ITPO®ECIMHI TA COLIAJIBHI ITPABA

AnBokaTypa B YKpaiHi Billirpa€ KJIro4oBy poJib y 3a0€3MeYeHHi 3aX1c-
Ty MpaB i 3aKOHHUX iHTEPECiB TPOMAaJsH, IPUANYHUX OCiO i TepKaBu.
BoHa € He nuiie npogeciiiHow ChiIbHOTOM0, a i BaXJIMBUM €JIEeMEHTOM
IEeMOKPAaTUIHOTO CYCHiIbCTBA, IO TOTPUMYETHCSI BEPXOBCHCTBA IIpaBa
i 3abe3mneuye OOCTYI A0 MpaBocyaas. 3akoH YkpaiHu «[Ipo agBokaty-
Py Ta aABOKATChKY JisSUIbHICTb» YiTKO BU3HAYa€, XTO MOXKe 3[iliCHIOBAaTU
aJIBOKATCbKY HisIIbHICTh, SIKi MTOBHOBAXK€HHs Ta 000B’SI3KM Ma€ aJBOKar,
a TaKOX BCTAHOBJIIOE MeXi oro BiamoBiganbHOCTi. OCHOBHA MeTa 3aK0-
HY — TapaHTyBaTH, 11100 aafBOKAaTChKa HisUIbHICTb 3[iiCHIOBAIACS MPO-
(eciiiHo, eTUYHO Ta y BiAMOBIAHOCTI A0 HaLliOHAJBbHOIO i Mi>kHAPOAHOTO
npasa [1].

AZIBOKAT Ma€ BiAMoBigaTu KBajidikauiiiHum BumMoraMm. BiH moBuHeH
MaTH BUIY IOPUAWYHY OCBITY, YCITIIHO MPONTU KBamidikaliiHui1 icruT
Ta TIPUITHITHU TIPUCHTY, IKa CUMBOJII3Y€ TOTOBHICTD JiSITU Y MEXKax 3aKOHY
Ta J0TpuMyBaTuCcs npodeciiiHoi etuku [1]. BaxinBolo ckiagoBoio mpo-
(eciitHOT KOMITETEHTHOCTI € TOCTilfHe ITiIBUILEHHS piBHI 3HAaHb Yepes
y4acTh y HaBUYAJIbHUX MporpaMax, ceMiHapax Ta KOH(EepeHLIisiX, 3aTBep-
JxKeHux Pamoro agBokatiB YKpaiHu, 110 J03BOJISIE aJlBOKATy OpPi€EHTYBa-
TUCS Yy CydaCHMX TEHACHIIiSIX MPaBOBOI MPAKTUKHU, BOJOMITA HOBITHIMU
METOJaMHU MPaBOBOTO 3aXUCTy Ta 3a0e3IeuyBaTU KIi€eHTaM BUCOKOSKICHI
TIOCITyTH.

ITpaBuiia anBOKaTChKOi €TUKM BCTAHOBIIOIOTh CTAaHAAPTU MOBEMiHKH,
SIKMX aJBOKaT IMOBUHEH AOTPUMYBATHUCS B yCiX cepax CBOEL isITbHOCTI
[2]. LIi mpaBuia perjlaMeHTYIOTb 000B’ 130K aJiBOKaTa IiITU 10OPOCOBiC-
HO, YHUKATU KOH(DIIIKTY iHTepeciB Ta 3a0e3mnedyyBaTy MOBHY KOHQiIeH-
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