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ASSURING GLOBAL FOOD SECURITY  
AS A SUSTAINABILITY CHALLENGE 

 
Nowadays the food industry is a massive global health and sustainable 

development issue. The International Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights outlines the right of everyone to an adequate standard of 
living for himself and his family, including adequate food, clothing and 
housing, and to the continuous improvement of living conditions. 

The food industry includes all participants and sectors involved in the 
production, distribution, retail trade and consumption of food products. It 
means that food security has a direct influence on each subject participating 
in these processes. The problem of food security is potentially relevant due to 
increasing number of vulnerabilities, threats, and risks.  



77 

Food security exists when all people have constant physical and economic 
access to an adequate amount of safe and nutritious food that satisfy their 
nutritional needs and preferences for an active and healthy lifestyle. It also 
states the direct obligation of the States Parties to the present Covenant to 
take, individually and through international cooperation, the 
measures,including specific programmes, which are needed to improve 
methods of production, conservation and distribution of food in such a way 
as to achieve the most efficient development and utilization of natural 
resources, as well as taking into account the problems of both food-importing 
and food-exporting countries, to ensure an equitable distribution of world 
food supplies in relation to need. 

Therefore, the most important aspects of food security are food 
availability, sustainability of supply, food affordability and efficiency of use. 
The availability of food should be ensured by domestic production, stocks, 
imports and food aid receipts. It should be stable. The society have daily 
needs that do not have to suffer from a sudden change. Food should be 
properly processed, stored and preserved, consumers should be assured that 
the food they consume is safe, wholesome and accurately labeled. food should 
be continuously be available both in terms of physical availability and 
purchasing power of the population. 

Food safety deals with availability of quality and healthy food for that 
population with any hazards. Food safety refers to the process developed by 
scientific community that describes handling, preparation, and storage of 
food through ways to prevent foodborne disease. 

The global food system covers the entire process from the moment the 
product is manufactured until it appears on the plate. Now, food systems of 
different countries are connected at various levels, from trade on the raw 
materials to trade on the processed products. And everyone in the food chain 
plays a role on food safety.  

Public concerns about food risks, including food exposion to hazardous 
agents which result in contamination of that food, led to establishing of The 
Codex Alimentarius by the World Health Organization and The Food and 
Agriculture Organization as part of the Joint FAO/WHO International Food 
Standards Programme [2]. The Codex Alimentarius is a compilation of 
harmonized international food standards, guidelines and codes of practice. It 
is intended to guide and facilitate the development and creation of definitions 
and requirements for food products so that they can harmonize and thereby 
facilitate an international transaction. For many years expert teams of Joint 
FAO/WHO Meeting on Pesticide Residues and the Joint FAO / WHO Expert 
Committee on Food Additives, are providing internationally recognized risk 
assessments that not only form the basis for decision-making, but also widely 
used by the governments, industry, and research centers. The microbiological 
risk assessment and nutrition expert groups complement a number of 
independent scientific bodies providing expert scientific advice for the Codex. 
To address issues beyond the mandate of these scientific organizations, FAO 
and WHO organize special consultations and expert meetings. 

In accordance with the general principles of the Codex, it serves as a guide 
and helps in the development of definitions and requirements for food 
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products for their harmonization and subsequent involvement of food 
products in world trade. Therefore, Codex standards had a great impact on 
developing WTO Agreements on Technical Barriers to Trade and Sanitary and 
Phytosanitary Measures. Implementation of these agreements supports the 
trade in safe, quality food products that meet regulatory requirements, 
minimizing unnecessary trade disruptions [4; 5]. If measures taken by 
governments concerning food security lead to problems with access to the 
market, WTO members will raise this issue as a Specific Trading Issue.  

With regard to EU food production, special networks and information 
exchange mechanisms are provided for by Regulation No 178/2002 of 
28 January 2002 laying down the general principles and requirements of food 
law, establishing the European Food Safety Authority and laying down 
procedures in matters of food safety. It states that food law should be based 
on risk analysis except where this is not appropriate to the circumstances 
oror nature of the measure [3].  

So called point approach is introduced by Hazard analysis and critical 
control points. It focuses only on product safety issues, not product quality 
and seeks to avoid hazards rather than inspecting products for exposure to 
these hazards. The HACCP system can be used at all stages of the food chain, 
starting with the processes of production and cooking, including packaging, 
distribution, etc. It has been approved worldwide, in particular by the Codex 
Alimentarius and the European Union, and has been accepted by a number of 
countries that is increasing every year. 

With the extent and pace of the globalization of food markets, creating 
special institutions to deal with ensuring food security and nutrition for all 
became a necessity. 

Among them are The Committee on World Food Security, the High Level 
Panel of Experts on Food Security and Nutrition, The International Fund for 
Agricultural Development. 

According to the WHO, in the last ten years the spread of foodborne 
disease increased and contributed to the emergence of new hazards, further 
challenging prevention, control and surveillance [1]. Global Food Security 
Index 2019 addressing the state of food systems in 113 countries, Singapore, 
Ireland and the United States of America have maintained their first three 
positions as food security leaders For the second year in a row [6]. Ukraine 
took 76th position that demonstrates that Ukraine needs to continue to focus 
on agriculture to develop its potential and solve the problem of the lack of 
funding agriculture. 

The food industry is now facing new challenges. COVID-19 disease lead to 
dramatic changes in the systems of economics, healthcare, transport and 
education around the world. Constraints and precautions caused problen 
connected with limited sales, paused projects, lack of labor, export 
restrictions, etc. COVID-19 affect local and global food systems and their 
ability to provide safe, affordable and nutritious food, as well as sufficient 
income for people. Urgent measures are needed to keep food supply chains 
functioning both domestically and internationally in order to mitigate the risk 
of major shocks that would have a significant impact on everyone and 
especially on the poor and the most vulnerable. 
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Economic slowdowns and downturns may exacerbate the current food 
insecurity problem. Food security depends on international trade, that is why 
it is necessary to recognize the value of international trade for global food 
security and take measures to protect the global food supply chain. 

In Ukraine the domestic production covers minimum 90 percent of 
market’s demand for basic foodstuffs which corresponds to the optimistic 
level of food security recommended by the FAO, and allows us to create a 
powerful base for agricultural exports. The work of Food Safety Coordination. 
Committee is launching to ensure the work of sowing campaigns and crop in 
such extraordinary conditions. Coordinated work of government and every 
subject of food chain will ensure the food security on a stable level. 
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ЗАКРІПЛЕННЯ ПРАВ ЛЮДИНИ НА МІЖНАРОДНОМУ РІВНІ  
ЯК ЗАСАДА ПРАВОСУБ’ЄКТНОСТІ ІНДИВІДА  

У ПОГЛЯДАХ Г. ЛАУТЕРПАХТА 

 
Питання визнання та забезпечення захисту прав людини на міжна-

родному рівні було ключовим аспектом дослідження Г. Лаутерпахта, 
оскільки вченого вважають «першим хто помітив і розкрив сутність 
міжнародного права, як права людини» [1, с. 45]. 

Визнання прав людини та забезпечення їх захисту нерозривно 
пов’язано, на думку Г. Лаутерпахта, із визнанням індивіда як суб’єкта 
міжнародного права. Вчений дещо відходив у своїх поглядах від кла- 
сичної доктрини міжнародного права, того часу. Він визначав п’ять 
критеріїв для характеристики суб’єкта міжнародного права, а саме:  

‒ застосовність міжнародного права у внутрішньому правопо-
рядку; 

‒ наявність у індивіда міжнародних зобов’язань; 
‒ наявність у індивіда міжнародних прав; 
‒ вплив індивіда на створення норм міжнародного права [2, с. 29]. 
Г. Лаутерпахт зазначав: «Існування права і здатність відстоювати 

його у судовому процесі не є ідентичними». Заперечення повної проце-
суальної дієздатності може супроводжуватися створенням і визнанням 
засобів захисту, недостатніх для права на самостійні дії [4, с. 54]. 

Це свідчить якраз саме про проблему того, що визнання міжнарод-
ної правосуб’єктності без елементу надання дієздатності можна вважа-
ти нікчемною. Основною ціллю Г. Лаутерпахта у питанні міжнародної 
правосуб’єктності була не декларативна частина, а реальне наділення 
індивідів правами у міжнародній сфері задля забезпечення їх захисту. 

В цьому мабуть і є основна проблема визнання індивіда як суб’єкта 
міжнародного права не лише доктринально, а й закріплення такого 
положення на практиці. 

На думку Г. Лаутерпахта фізичні особи є суб’єктами міжнародного 
права. Якщо зобов’язання міжнародного права не спрямовані на фізич-
них осіб, вони не спрямовані ні на кого. Підтверджує свої твердження 
науковець і прикладом із постанови Нюрнберзького трибуналу: «Зло-
чини проти міжнародного права вчиняються людьми, а не абстракт-
ними суб’єктами, і лише шляхом покарання осіб, які вчинили такі 
злочини, положення міжнародного права можуть бути дотримані» 
[3, с. 148]. 

Вчений був переконаний, що в міжнародному праві немає прямих 
перешкод набуття індивідами правосуб’єктності [4, с. 61]. Г. Лаутерпахт 
наголошує що індивіди наділені обмеженою міжнародною право-


