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VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN SITUATIONS OF 

 CONFLICT AND INSECURITY 

The maintenance of international peace and security is one of the purposes of 

the United Nations Charter. Violence and conflict undermine sustainable 

development. Human rights violations are at the root causes of conflict and 

insecurity which, in turn, invariably result in further violations of human rights. As 

such, action to protect and promote human rights has inherent preventive power 

while rights-based approaches to peace and security bring this power to efforts for 

sustainable peace.  

The human rights normative framework also provides a sound basis for 

addressing issues of serious concern within or between countries that, if left 

unaddressed, may lead to conflict. Human rights information and analysis is a tool 

for early warning and early targeted action that has not yet been used to its full 

potential. 

Failure to adhere to international human rights standards and protect human 

rights weakens peace- making, peacekeeping and peacebuilding efforts. Global 

efforts to counter terrorism and prevent the spread of violent extremism suffer from 

this failure.  
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The UN’s renewed focus on prevention and sustaining peace is key to both 

this and the previous pillar on advancing sustainable development. It can help to 

sustain both peace and development by showing how applying human rights norms 

can address grievances, reduce inequality and build resilience. This pillar also 

addresses potential threats posed by new technologies in a security context [1]. 

An understanding of the links between human rights, war, and conflict can 

begin with conflict analysis, as human rights violations can be both cause and 

consequence of conflict. In the most general sense, grievances over the denial or 

perceived denial of rights can generate social conflict.  

This may be the case where there is systematic discrimination based upon 

race, ethnicity, caste, religion, language, gender, or other characteristics. 

Alternatively, human rights abuses can emerge as a result of violent conflict.  

A conflict may have been undertaken by the parties primarily out of concern 

to promote a political or ideological agenda, or to promote the welfare of one or 

more identity group(s), or over access to resources. 

 Human rights are also potentially transformative of conflicts and may make 

their resolution a greater challenge. Thus, conflicts that begin as conflicts over 

resources, religion, or ethnic or territorial claims, may, as they progress, create new 

grievances through the real and perceived violation of human rights by one or more 

parties to the conflict. 

Local context is key. None of them by themselves is likely to have a decisive 

impact on conflict. They need to be part of a broader strategy involving action by 

other national, regional and international partners, and reinforced by action at the 

international and multilateral level. The entry points identified in this paper are not 

an exhaustive description of human rights activity that could be undertaken in 

conflict environments [2].  

There are lots of other possible human rights activities that can be undertaken 

for good human rights or other policy reasons, but which may not have a significant 

effect on conflict. And lots of other non-human rights activities that could reduce 
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the likelihood of conflict, reduce conflict, consolidate peace or reduce the human 

impact of conflict and strengthen the protection of civilians. 
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ПРАВОВА ВИЗНАЧЕНІСТЬ ЯК ОДНА З ПЕРЕДУМОВ 

ЗАБЕЗПЕЧЕННЯ ТА ЗАХИСТУ ПРАВ ЛЮДИНИ 

Дотримання і захист конституційних прав і свобод людини, особи, 

громадянина є юридичним обов’язком та одним із напрямів діяльності 

держави як суб’єкта публічної влади. З метою виконання цього завдання 

держава створює організаційно-правові та інституційні механізми, за 

ефективну роботу яких несе відповідальність як перед суспільством, так і 

перед окремою особою. Саме тому суб’єкти державної влади мають діяти 

виключно в межах правового поля та відповідно до принципів права. 

Важливою передумовою захисту прав людини і громадянина в 

демократичному суспільстві є забезпечення і дотримання принципу правової 

визначеності в діяльності правотворчих та правозастосовних органів 

державної влади. Наразі зазначений принцип безпосередньо не закріплений у 
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