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CamocrTiiiHa po0oTa cTyaeHTa — 11e ¢popma opraHizaillii HaB4aJbHOTO MPOIECY
Ta € OCHOBHUM 3aCO00M OBOJIOJIIHHSI HABYAJIbHUM MAaTepiajioM Yy 4ac, BUIBHHUM BiA
00O0B'A3KOBUX HABUAJILHUX 3AHSTh.

Merta caMoOCTiifHOT pOOOTH CTYJIEHTIB — PO3BUTOK Ta aKTHUBI3alllil po3yMOBOi
JISUTBHOCT1  CTYJIEHTIB; (OpMyBaHHS B CTYIEHTIB NOTpeOu Oe3nepepBHOrO
CaMOCTIHHOTO TOTIOBHEHHS 3HaHb, 3/J00YTTS CTYIEHTOM INIMOOKOi CUCTEMHU 3HaHb
AK O3HAKM MIIHOCTI 3HaHb; CaMOCTiiHa po0OTa CTYAEHTIB SIK pe3yJbTar
MOPAJIbHO-BOJILOBUX 3yCHIIb.

MeroanuHi BKa3iBKM 3 AUCHUILIIHU «lOpuanyHuili mnepeksiaj; OCHOBHOI
1HO3€MHOI MOBH» MICTSITh KOMIUIEKC BIPAaB 1 3aBJaHb Yy IOpPUIAMYHIA cdepi, fAKi
0a3yloThCs Ha MaTepiajl BHBYEHOIO, 3aKpPIIUICHOTO Ta 3aCBOEHOTO JIGKCUYHOTO
Marepialy 1 CHPUSIOTH IABUIIEHHIO MOTHUBAIll CTYIEHTIB JO CHUCTEMAaTHYHOI
HaBYaJIbHO-MI3HABAJIBHOL JISJILHOCTI BIPOIOBK HABYAJILHOTO POKY .

Meroto BukiananHa kypcy «tOpuauuHuil mepexiaj OCHOBHOI 1HO3E€MHOI
MOBU» € PO3BUTOK JIITHTBICTUYHOI Ta MepEeKIalalbkol KOMIIeTeH1i, popMyBaHHS y
CTYIIEHTIB IpodeciiHuX BMiIHb Ta HAaBHUYOK MHCHMOBOTO BIATBOPEHHS 3acobamu
1HIIIOT MOBHM CYCHUIbHO-MOJITUYHUX, HAyKOBO-TEXHIYHMX MaTepiaiiB. Y Mexax
KypCy CTYIEHTH BHBYAIOTh OCHOBHI IOPUAWYHI Ta TOJITHYHI TEPMIHU Ta
3araJbHOHAYKOBY JIEKCUKY B rOpuANYHIN cepi. CTyneHTH BUKOHYIOTh 3aBJaHHS
JUIsl CAMOCTINHOT POOOTH 32 OKPEMUMHU TEMaMHU, BUKOHYIOTh TBOPYO-OCII1THUIIbKI
CaMOCTIiH1 poOOTH, a TaKOXK MPUHUMAIOTh y4acTb B OOTOBOPEHHI YCIX TEM KYypCY.

Jlo 3aBnaHb Kypcy BIAHOCHMO: OBOJIOJIHHSI OCHOBHHUX TEOPETHUYHHUX OCHOB
nepexyiaay, BIAMIHHUX PHUC IOPUAUYHOTO TIEPEKJIaly, METOMIB Ta MPUHOMIB
MHMCBMOBOIO TMEpEeKaay; BUSBICHHS CXOXHUX Ta BIAMIHHMX SIBHI T Yac
NepeKyaagy TEKCTy OpHUriHaly B IOPUAMYHIN cdepi Ta CTBOPEHHS TEKCTY

nepekiaaay; yMIiHHS MpoQeciiHO BUKOPUCTOBYBATH CJIOBApi, [OBIIHUKH, 0a3u



JAHUX Ta IHII JKepena J0JaTKoBoi 1H(opMallii, a TaKoX OCHOBHI 3aco0u Ta
MIPUHAOMU JIJISI TOCATHEHHSI CMHUCJIOBO1 Ta CTHITICTUYHOT aJIeKBATHOCTI.

VY pe3ynbTaTi BABYEHHS LILOT'O KYpCY CTYJIEHT Oynie:

— BMITH BIAIIYKYBaTH HOB1 BIAMOBIAHOCTI IOPUAUYHOTO MEPEKIaAy HUIIXOM
CaMOCTIHHOTO TBOPUYOT'O aKTY 3 YpaxyBaHHSIM peaibHOI CUTYyaIlii;

— 3aCTOCOBYBAaTH 3HaHHSA (BMIHHS). 3HAaXOJUTH B MOBHHX CHCTEMax
KOHTEKCTYaJIbHI MOKJIMBOCTI aJIeKBaTHOI Mepeaadl 3MIiCTy FOPUIUIHOTO TEKCTY;

— BMITH Npo¢eciiiHO BUKOPUCTOBYBATH CJIOBApi, JOBIIHUKHU, 0a3u NaHUX Ta
1HIII JDKepelia J01aTKOBOI 1H(popMaIlli, a TakoX OCHOBHI 3aCO0U Ta MPUHOMU JIJIS
MOCATHEHHS CMUCJIOBOI Ta CTHIICTUYHOI aJIEKBATHOCTI,

— 3J1ACHIOBATH aHaJli3 IOPUIMYHOTO TEKCTY, BH3HAYAaTH METY IMEpeKIaay
3TiJHO 3 HOPMaMH Ta y3yCOM;

- BU3HAUUTU SIKICTh TE€peKiIaay, CTYImiHb HWOro  BIAMOBIIHOCTI
MepeKIaabKiii HOPMI Ta XapaKTep MUMOBUIBHUX UM CBIJOMUX BIIXUJICHB BIJ IT1€1

HOPMH.
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Module 1
Vocabulary exercises

Variant 1

Exercise 1. Match the words and word-combinations with the translation:

1) to enforce

a) notpuMyBatucs (3aKOHY)

2) enforceable

b) 3axoHOmaBuMii opran

3) a body of rules

C) KepyBaTH/yIpaBsSTH

4) to obey

d) no3BomsaTH

5) an official body

€) CyIMTH 3JI0YHHI[IB

6) to allow

f) BTimtoBaTH B KUTTS (3aKOH)

7) to try criminals

g) Takuii, 110 Mmiaasarac BAKOHAHHIO

8) to resolve disputes

h) cykymHicTh IPaBOBUX HOPM

9) to rule

1) odintifiamit opran

10) a law-making body/legislature

J) ciyxaTHuCs/BUKOHYBATH (3aKOH)

11) to observe

K) BupimyBatu ciopu

Exercise 2. Put each of the following words and phrases into its correct place in the

passage below.

Authority; lawyers; legal systems; court; law enforcement agency; govern;
tribunal ; legislation; legal action; the judiciary




Why do we have laws and 1. ? At one level, laws can be seen as a type of rule
which is meant to 2.___behaviour between people. We can find these rules in
nearly all social organizations, such as families and sports clubs. Law, the body of
official rules and regulations, generally found in constitutions and 3.___, is used to
govern a society and to control the behaviour of its members. In modern societies,
a body with 4. authority, such asa 5. or the legislature, makes the law; and a
6., such as the police, makes sure it is observed. 7 In addition to enforcement, a
body of expert 7. is needed to apply the law. This is the role of 8., the body
of judges in a particular country. Of course, legal systems vary between countries,
as well as the basis for bringing a case before a court or 9. . One thing, however,
seems to be true all over the world — starting a 10.____is both expensive and
timeconsuming.

Exercise 3. Choose the word (rule, regulation, law) to fill in the gaps. Mind the
difference between the meanings of these words.

RULE - an instruction that says what people are allowed to do or not allowed to.
Rule is not so official as regulation. They may be written down, may be not.

REGULATION - an official rule made by a government (or organization), which
is part of a set of rules. Regulations are usually adopted by officials or authorities
and written down. They are to control conduct of people or quality of things.

LAW - an official rule that all the citizens of a country must obey; also a code of
behaviour or ethics. Laws are written down and enforced among all members of a
state.

1. There isa___ against cruelty to animals.

2. In some organizations safety _are very strict.

3. Do you want me to explain you the ___ of the game?
4. The __ of gravity was explained by Newton.

5. If you put a plural verb with a singular noun, you’re breaking a basic ___of
grammar.



6. Everyone is equal under the .

Variant 2
Exercise 1. Choose the correct verb that corresponds to the following definitions.
1. To give someone an ability or opportunity to do something.
a) to forbid b) to enable c) to codify
2. Deliberately not to pay attention or break a rule, an order.
a) to compel b) to prosecute c) to disobey
3. To tell someone to do something in a way that shows that you have authority.
a) to prosecute b) to order c) to correspond
4. To make people obey a law, a rule, etc.
a) to enforce b) to enact c) to revoke

5. To do something unpleasant to someone because they have done something bad
or illegal.

a) to impose b) to obey c) to punish
6. To end an argument or legal disagreement.

a) to behave b) to settle c) to carry out

Exercise 2. Fill in the gaps with the vocabulary from the box.

Ignore; practices; broke; prohibited; bans; passed; adopt ; violating; observe
1. The owner of the building is____ by law from making any changes.

2. Students who ___ the rules and smoked in college had to leave.

3. The law ___ smoking inside buildings.



4. Congress will __ a law that allows women to become pilots in the Air Force.
5. If you don’t buy a ticket before you get on train you are ___the rules.

6. Many drivers ___ the law and drive without using safety-belts.

7.When a Bill is ___ by Parliament and signed by Sovereign it becomes a law.
8. Ifaman failsto ___ the law he can be punished.

9. A lawyer is a personwho ___ law.

Exercise 3. Match the following noun phrases with their Ukrainian equiva" lents:

1. substantive law a. KOHCTUTYIIIHE TIPaBO

2. procedural law b. kpuMiHaJIbHE TIPaBO

3. Public law C. 3aKOH PO IHUB1LIBbHI MTPABOMOPYIIICHHS
4. private law d. mporiecyanbHe mpaBo

5. constitutional law €. CYKYIHICTh IPaBOBUX HOPM

6. administrative law f. myOiuHe mpaBo

7. criminal law g. mpUBaTHE MIPaBO

8. welfare of the state h. 3aKoH mpo MaitHO

9. relationships between individuals I. CyOCTaHTHBHE ITPABO
10. Bodies of law J. BITHOCUHM MiX oco0amu

11. the law of torts K. ammiHicTpaTHBHE TTPABO

12. the law of property |. 106poOyT KpaiHu

13. Federal government ~ m. ypsiz mraty

14. state government N. dbenepanbHuil ypsia



Variant 3
Exercise 1. Match the following verb phrases with their Ukrainian equiva™ lents:
1. to enact a statute a. BUPIIIYBATH CHPABY
2. to decide a case b. HamrcaTH BUCHOBOK
. to codify laws C. YCTAaHOBHUTH TPEIEIACHT

3
4. 1o be in keeping with smth.  d. oOHapoxyBaTi HOpMU
5
6

. to overrule a statute e. Koau(piKyBaTH 3aKOHH
. to violate provisions f. BIIXUIMTH 3aKOH

7. to set forth g. CKJIaiaTi OCHOBY

8. to be derived from h. mpencrasisiTi criopu

9. to be distinguished from i. mpuiimatu 3akoH (cTaryT)
10. to write an opinion J. BiIpI3HATHUCS Bif

11. to make up the body K. mpuitmatu pinieHHs

12. to establish a precedent |. OyTu BiamoBigHUM 10
4oro-HeOyab

13. to present controversies M. MOPyIIyBaTH MMOJIOKEHHS
14. to promulgate rules n. hbopMynOBaTH

15. to make decisions 0. IIOXOUTH Bif

Exercise 2. Translate the following words and word combinations:

substantial part; source of law; common law; written law; case law; unwritten law;
statutory law; administrative law; legal provisions; constitutional provisions;
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statutes and constitutions; state constitution; federal constitution; court opinion;
judicial decision; rules and regulations.

Exercise 3. Give English equivalents for the following words and word
combinations:

JDKEpEIo IpaBa; 3arajibHe MPaBo; MPELEeIEHTHE PaBO; CTATYTHE IPAaBO; IUCAHE
MpaBo; BUPILIYBATH CIPABY; CYJ0OBE PIIICHHS; PIILIEHHS HUXKYOTO CYY;
BCTAHOBJIIIOBATH MPELEACHT; (efepalibHi Ta MICIIEBI OpraHu; 0OHAPOyBaTU HOPMHU
Ta MOJIOKEHHS; CTATyTH, OPJOHAHCH Ta JOTOBOPH; TUCATH BUCHOBOK.

Variant 4
Exercise 1. Fill in the blanks with the words and expressions from the box:

model; statehood; debate; delegates; independence; constitution; Founding Fathers;
experience; a draft document; the legislative body; the outstanding leaders

1. The basis of the American ... and the supreme law of the land is the...

2. The American Constitution has served as the...for a number of other
constitutions around the world.

3. After intense ... and six years of ...with an earlier federal union ... emerged in
1787.

4. In 1776 the 17 British colonies declared their... from England.

5. In February 1787 the Continental Congress... of the republic issued a call for the
states to send ...to Philadelphia.

6. The 55 delegates who drafted the Constitution, included most of the ...or... of
the new nation.

Exercise 2. Match the following verb phrases with their Ukrainian equivalents:

11



1. to provide the basis a. MiJIUcaT IOTOBIp
2. to serve as the model b. BHECTH MOIpaBKH 10 CTaTeH

3. to declare independence c. 3BepHyTHCS 3 3aKIIMKOM

4. to break out the war d. posnouaru BiliHy

5. to draft a compact €. MIPUIHSATH JTOKYMEHT

6. to issue a call f. 3a0e3meunTy OCHOBY

7. to sign a compact g. BHECTH IIONIPABKHU 10 JOIOBOPY

8. to adopt a document h. 3a0e3neunT CroKii

9. to amend the articles I. CITy)KUTH 3pa3KoM

10. to construct a charter  j. I[IporojocuTH HE3aJICKHICTh

11. to form a union K. dopmyBaTH coro3

12. to establish a justice  |. BcraHoBitoBaTH cripaBeIMBICTh

13. to issue tranquility ~ m. ckiactu craryt

Exercise 3. Translate the following words and word combinations:

the basis of statehood; supreme law; central instrument of goF vernment; evolution
of governmental institutions; more centralized form of government; individual
freedom; Articles of Confederation and Perpetual Union; the Continental
Congress; Constitutional or Federal Convention; the Declaration of Independence;
Independence Hall; most of the outstanding leaders; neither straight nor easy path.

12



Reading and translation exercises
Variant 1
Read and translate the text, answer the questions:

Ukraine is a sovereign state. It has its own territory, higher and local bodies of state
power, government, national emblem, state flag and anthem. In July, 1990, the
Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, the Ukrainian Parliament, adopted the document of
great importance — the Declaration of State Sovereignty of Ukraine. This document
opened a new page in Ukraine's history, which leads to the construction of a
democratic state based on the rule of law.

In accordance with the Constitution of Ukraine, adopted on June 28, 1996, Ukraine
has a democratic political system. The country’s government consists of a
legislative branch represented by the national parliament, an executive branch
headed by the President with strong powers, and the judicial branch headed by the
Supreme Court.

The higher body of state power is the Verkhovna Rada. It is one
chamberparliament, which is presided over by the Speaker. It has 450 members,
elected by the voters for a four-year term. The functions of the Verkhovna Rada as
the nation’s lawmaking body are legislation and scrutiny of government activities.
The elections of the deputies to the parliament are held every four years. They are
by secret ballot.

The President is the commander-in-chief of the military forces and can issue orders
called edicts without the approval of the Parliament in some matters. The president
is elected by popular vote for a five-year term. The President nominates the Prime
Minister, who must be confirmed by parliament. The Primeminister and cabinet are
de jure appointed by the Parliament on submission of the President and Prime
Minister respectively. The President is assisted by a Cabinet.

Prime Minister heads the Cabinet. Other ministers are responsible for such areas as
home and foreign affairs, economy, education, health care etc. Ukraine is divided

13



into 24 regions called oblasts. The Crimea has a special status as an autonomous
(self-governing) republic. The Crimea has greater control over its internal affairs
than the oblasts do. The Crimean Peninsula was annexed by the Russian Federation
in February — March 2014 and since then has been administered as two Russian
federal subjects — the Republic of Crimea and the federal city of Sevastopol.The
annexation from Ukraine followed a Russian military intervention in the Crimea
that took place in the aftermath of the 2014 Ukrainian revolution and was part of
wider unrest across southern and eastern Ukraine.

In 1992, Ukraine began creating a legal system based on the rule of law-that is, a

set of rules that are applied equally to everyone. The judicial system of Ukraine
consists of the Courts of general jurisdiction and the Constitutional Court of
Ukraine. Ukraine has over 100 registered political parties. Ukraine has its own
army, navy and air force. Ukrainian became the official language of Ukraine in
1990. The process of creating new democratic state is complicated. But over a
short period a new system of state administration, the National Armed Forces, the
Security Service, law enforcement authorities were created. Independent Ukraine is
not turning aside; on its way to a democracy.

Vocabulary Notes:

in accordance with — BigmoBigHO 10

the rule of law — BepxoBeHCTBO TpaBa

executive branch — BukonaBuya riaka

legislative branch — 3akononaBua rigka

judicial branch — cynoga rinka

one chamber parliament — omHONaIaTHUI TapJIaMEHT
lawmaking body — 3akonogaBumii opran

on submission — 3a moxaHHsIM

to be responsible for — 0yru BinmoBimaipHUM 3a

legal system — npaBoBa cucrema
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turning aside — He cTOITh OCTOPOHB

Answer the questions

1. When was the Declaration of State Sovereignty of Ukraine proclaimed?
2. When was the Constitution of Ukraine adopted?

3. What branches does the country’s government consist of?

4. What can you say about Ukraine’s parliament?

5. How can you describe the executive branch of Ukraine’s government?
6. When did Ukraine begin creating a new legal system?

7. Characterize the system of the Courts of general jurisdiction.

Variant 2
Read and translate the text, answer the questions:

The United Kingdom is a parliamentary democracy: government is voted into
power by the people, to act in the interests of the people. Every adult has the right
to vote - known as 'universal suffrage'. Alongside this system, the UK is also a
constitutional monarchy. This is a situation where there is an established monarch
(currently Queen Elizabeth 11), who remains politically impartial and with limited
powers. The power of Queen or King is not absolute; it is limited by the
Parliament.

The monarch reigns but doesn’t rule. The monarch has a number of roles and
serves formally as head of state, head of the executive, head of the judiciary, head
of the legislature, commander-in-chief of the armed forces, and «supreme
governor» of the Church of England.

The legislative branch, the Parliament consists of the Monarch, the House of Lords
and the House of Commons. The main function of the Parliament is to make laws.
It has responsibility for checking the work of government and examining, debating
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and approving new laws. Parliament checks the work of the government onbehalf
of UK citizens through investigative select committees and by asking government
ministers questions. The House of Commons also has to approve proposals for
government taxes and spending.

The executive branch consists of the central government — that is the Prime
Minister and the Cabinet. Its main function is to put laws into effect and plan home
and foreign policy. It has responsibility for developing and implementing policy
and for drafting laws. 10 Downing Street is the office of the British Prime
Minister. The office helps the Prime Minister to establish and deliver the
government's overall strategy and policy priorities, and to communicate the
government's policies to Parliament, the public and international audiences.

The judiciary branch is independent of both the legislative and the executive ones.
The Government derives its authority from the elected House of Commons. A
general election, for all seats in the House of Commons, must be held at least every
five years. The Government is normally formed by the political party which is
supported by the majority in the House of Commons. The party’s leader is
appointed the Prime Minister by the Queen. As head of the government the Prime
Minister appoints about 100 ministers of whom about 20 are in the Cabinet. The
second largest party becomes the Official Opposition with its own leader and
“Shadow Cabinet”. In Great Britain there is no written constitution, only customs,
traditions precedents and some written laws.

Vocabulary Notes:

to be voted into power — rosocyBaHHSIM BHOpATH Yy BiIaay
universal suffrage — 3aranpHe BHOOpYE MpaBo

politically impartial — moniTnyHo HEeynepemKeHuUit

reign — npaBuTH

rule — ynpapisTu

the House of Commons — I1amara rpoman

to put into effect — 3xilicHroBaTH, 3aIIPOBaKyBATH
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home and foreign policy — BHyTpiIlIHS 1 30BHIIIHS MOJITHKA

to be held — mpoxoxutu

derive from — 3100yBatH, omepKyBaTH

Answer the questions:

1. Why do we say that the United Kingdom is a constitutional monarchy?
2. What the most important duties does the monarch perform?

3. What is the main function and responsibility of the Parliament?

4. How can you characterize the House of Commons?

5. Which of the British parties form the Government?

6. Who chairs the Cabinet in Great Britain?

7. What are the main branches of the system of government in the United

Kingdom of Great Britain and the Northern Ireland?

Variant 3
Read and translate the text, answer the questions:

Ukraine is a sovereign slate. Ukraine's Independence was proclaimed on August
the 24, 1991. Ukraine has its own territory, higher and local bodies of state power
(the Verkhovna Rada and local radas), government, Constitution, national emblem,
state flag and anthem. The Fundamental Law of the country is the Constitution.
The political system of Ukraine, its laws, its home and foreign policy, rights and
duties of its citizens are established, based and guaranteed by the

Constitution. The Constitution of Ukraine has a long and interesting history. The
history of the constitutional process in Ukraine goes back to Kievan Rus. It was
partly based on the ancient Ukrainian law «Ruska Pravda» and later «Lithuanian
Statute», the acts of the Bohdan Khmelnytsky's Cossack state period. The first
Ukrainian Constitution is considered to be the Pylyp Orlyk Constitution, which
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was adopted on April 5, 1710. It was a contract between the Cossack Hetman
Pylyp Orlyk and the Cossacks, which defined the rights and duties of all members
of troops. According to the historians, the Constitution of Pylyp Orlyk is one of the
first European constitutions and a prototype of modern constitutions. It was only
on June 28, 1996 that the Ukrainian government, the Verkhovna Rada on behalf of
the Ukrainian people adopted the Main

Law of the country — the Constitution of independent Ukraine. The Constitution of
Ukraine consists of the preamble, 15 chapters and 161 articles. June the 28th is the
Constitution Day in Ukraine. The main points of the Constitution are:

* The land, air space, water, mineral and other natural resources are the property of
Ukrainian people.

*The state language of Ukraine is Ukrainian.

* The stale symbols of Ukraine are the State Flag, the State Emblem and the State
Anthem.

*The capital of Ukraine is Kyiv.

All citizens have equal Constitutional rights, freedoms and are equal before the
law.

On February 21, 2014, Ukraine’s Rada voted in favour of a return to the
Constitution of 2004, which limits the powers of the Presidency. Today,
constitutional reform is one of the cornerstones of the reform agenda in Ukraine
and one of the priorities of the Ukrainian state. Work with the amendments to the
Constitution is based on the rule of law, openness and transparency. The process of
preparing amendments to the Constitution concerns primarily the decentralization
of state power and significant empowerment of local communities. Key changes to
the Constitution of Ukraine concern Section IX «Administrative Division» and
Section X1 «Local Government». Some amendments were suggested to Chapter IV
«Parliament of Ukraine», V «President of Ukraine» and VI «Cabinet of Ministers
and other Executive Authorities». On June 28 Ukraine celebrates national holiday
— the Constitution Day.

Vocabulary Notes
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* to proclaim an independence — nporoJoCUTH HE3aIEKHICT

» home and foreign policy — BHyTpiliHs i 30BHINIHS TOTITHKA

* rights and duties — mpaBa 1 000B’s13ku

* a contract — 1oroBip, KOHTPaKT

* on behalf of- Bix imMeHi, 3a TopyueHHIM

* the preamble — npeam6yi1a, BcTyn

* the property — BiacHicTb

* to be equal before the law — 6yTu piBHUM TIEpes] 3aKOHOM

* to vote in favour — rojocyBatu Ha KOPUCTh

* to limit the powers — 0OMeXHUTH TOBHOBaKCHHS

* a transparency — BiIKpUTICTb, MPO30PICTh, TJIACHICTh

* empowerment — mOBHOBaXKEHHS

Answer the questions:

1. What provisions are established, based and guaranteed by the
Fundamental Law of the country?

2. Why do we say that the constitutional process has a long and
interesting history?

3. When was the Constitution of Ukraine adopted?

4. What does the Constitution of Ukraine consist of?

5. What are the main points of the Constitution?

6. When did Ukraine’s Rada vote in favour of a return to the
Constitution of 2004, which limits the powers of the Presidency?
7. Which of the reform is one of the cornerstones of the reform agenda in
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Ukraine?

Variant 4
Read and translate the text, answer the questions:

The Constitution of the United States is the central instrument of American
government and the supreme law of the land. For 200 years, it has guided
theevolution of governmental institutions and has provided the basis for political
stability, individual freedom, economic growth and social progress because of its
flexibility and simplicity.

It guarantees individual freedoms to all and sets the basic form of government. The
American Constitution is the world's oldest written constitution in force. It served
as the model for a number of other constitutions around the world. The primary
aim of the Constitution was to create a strong elected government, directly
responsive to the will of the people. The concept of self-government did not
originate with the Americans. But the degree to which the Constitution committed
the United States to rule by the people was unique, and even revolutionary, in
comparison with other governments around the world. A chief goal of the
Constitution was to create a government with enough power to act on a national
level, but without so much power that fundamental rights would be at risk. It
separated the power of government into three branches, and then included checks
and balances on those powers to assure that no one branch of government gained
supremacy. The powers of each branch are enumerated in the Constitution, with
powers not assigned to them reserved to the states. No product of human society is
perfect. Despite its 27 amendments, the Constitution of the United States still
contains flaws. Although the Constitution has changed in many aspects since it was
first adopted, its basic principles remain the same now as in 1789:
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» The three main branches of government (legislative, executive, judicial) are
separate and distinct from one another. The powers given to each are delicately
balanced by the power of the other two.

* The Constitution stands above all other laws, executive acts and regulations.
* All persons are equal before the law and are equally entitled to its protection.

All states are equal, and none can receive special treatment from the
federalgovernment. Each state must recognize and respect the laws of the others.
The Constitution keeps pace with the growth of the nation. The most sweeping
changes were the first 10 amendments, known collectively as the Bill of Rights,
which guarantee the American people the fullest possible opportunity to enjoy the
fundamental human rights

Vocabulary Notes

* governmental institutions — ypsiioBi iHCTUTYILii, CTPYKTYpH

* individual freedom — ocobwucri cBOGO M

» flexibility and simplicity — rayukicTs i mpocToTa

» the concept of self-government — kouremnitis caMoympaBIIiHHS
* national, state, local level — HanionanbHMIA, piIBEeHB MITATY, MICIICBUI PIBEHB
* t0 gain supremacy — HaOyBaTH BEpXOBCHCTBA, TOMIHYBAaTH

* power — Biana, (pl. powers — moBHOBa)KECHHS)

* {0 assign poOwers — BI3HaYaTH MOBHOBAXKCHHSI

* to reserve to the states — pe3epByBaru 3a mraramu

* an amendment - mompaBka

* to be adopted — OyTu npuitHATIM

* executive acts and regulations — BukoHaBY1 aKTH 1 IOCTAaHOBH

* human rights — rpomMansHChKi TipaBa
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Answer the questions:
1. When was the Constitution of the USA adopted?

2. Which of the documents has guided the evolution of governmental institutions in
the

USA for 200 years?

3. What was the primary aim of the US Constitution?

4. How did the US Constitution separate powers between the branches?
5. How many amendments does the US Constitution have?

6. What are the basic principles which remain the same now as in 17897

7. What do you know about the Bill of Rights?

Module 2
Vocabulary exercises

Variant 1

Exercise 1. Match the following noun phrases with their Ukrainian equivalents:

1. supreme law a. 3aKOH IITATy

2. Federal law b. cyn npucshKkHEX

3. state law C. CyJI0Ba CUCTEMa

4. criminal justice d. oOrpyHTOBaHa 3acTaBa

5. searches and seizures of evidence €. JKOPCTOKE IMMOKapaHHS
6. self-incrimination f. benepanbuuii 3aKoH

7. jury trial g. pO3MOAiT MOBHOBAKECHD

8. reasonable bail h. kxpuMiHaIbHE IPABOCYIIS

9. cruel punishment I. OOIIyK Ta BHJIYUYCHHS JTOKa3iB
10. judicial system J. BUIIHIA 3aKOH

11. separation of powers K. caM00OBHHYBaYCHHS
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12. judicial review |. 3akoHOTaBYA TiyKa

13. judicial branch M. CyIOBUil mepersi
14. legislative branch N. BUKOHABYa rijKa
15. executive branch 0. CyJl0Ba T'iIKa

Exercise 2. Translate the following words and word combinations:

intense debate; to draft a compact; criminal justice agencies; crime control,
systemFspecific amendments; selfFincrimination; to question a person; to deprive
smb. of liberty; separation of powers; judicial review; separate function; to
summarize; appropriate funds; in addition; key executive and judicial
appointments; to limit the auF thority; jurisdiction of the judicial branch; the heart
of the concept.

Exercise 3 Give English equivalents for the following words and word com"
binations: momin Biagu; CynoOBHI Teperisl; CyJA0Ba CHUCTEMa; KPUMiHAJIbHE
npaBocyas; (opma TpaBliHHS, HE3aKOHHUN OOIIyK Ta BUJIYYEHHS JOKa3iB,
CaMOOOBHMHYBAYEHHs, TMOPYIIyBaTH KOHCTUTYIIIO; KOHCTHF Tymis mITary;
(denepaibHa KOHCTUTYIIiS; 3aKOHOIaBYa (BMKOHABYA, Cyl0OBa) Bliaja; MPU3HAYATH
CYJUIIB; IPUHMATH 3aKOHHU; BEPXOBEHCTBO KOHCTHUTYIIIl; OCHOBA KOHIEMIIII MOALTY
BIIA/IU.

Variant 2

Exercise 1. Complete the following sentences by translating the words and
expressions in brackets:

1. The term «contract» has been defined by (aBropamu) of legal texts and
(HaykoBuX KOHTpakTiB) and by (cyxmsmu) in court.

2. The prominence of the contract in our (moBcskaeHHOMY >KHATTI) UNderscores our
need for a simple, uniform (BuzHaveHHs).

3. The agreement is simply the (morogip) agreed upon by the (croponamu).
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4. The agreement may or may not create (mpaBoBi 3000B’s3aHHs) against the
parties depending on the (ymos yroau) and the appliF cable (3akomny).

5. The social agreement need not be in (mucemosiit dopmi) and (mignucanuit
CTOPOHAMH).

6. The agreement can even be implied from nonverbal (niit cropin).

7. The Statute of Frauds requires that (meBni Tunu xoHTpakrtiB) be proved by a
signed writing.

Exercise 2. Match the following verb phrases with their Ukrainian equiva™ lents
1. to stem from a. loroMaraTy Cyay

2. to adopt the UCC  b. mocsrtu pe3ynbraris

3. to conflict with C. IOXOINUTH BiJ
4. to apply rules d. OyTu npeacTaBIeHUM Y
5. to supersede f. mpuiiasatn OTK

6. to prepare a treatise g. cynepeuuTu

7. to confront with questions h. 3acTrocoByBaTH HOpMHU
8. to present the Restatement of Contracts i. Biqmiuatu y
9. to reach results J. BUKOPHCTOBYBATH ITiJIPY YHUKH
10. to use textbooks k. cTukarucs 3 nuTaHHAMU

11.to assista court | roTyBaTH HayKOBHIi TpaKTaT

12. to see issues M. 3aMiHATH

13. to be presented in n. migxoautu a0

14. to note in 0. IPEJICTABIISITH 3BiJl yroJ

15. to pertain to . pO3TIISIIaTH TUTAHHS
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Exercise 3. Give English equivalents for the following words and word
combinations:

JoKepena poroipHoro npara; OnHomaHiTHHE ToproenpHuit Kogekc; mpuiiHITH
3aKOHM LITATy; FOTYBATH HAYKOBHUM TPAKTAT; CTUKATHUCS 3 TSKKUMHU MUTAHHIMU,
JIOTIOMAaraty cyjam; JAOCSITU MPOTHICKHUX PE3yNbTaTiB; OyTH MoAaHuM y Gopmi
SHIUKIIONE/11; MpeleJeHTHE MPaBo; 3arajibHe IpaBo; CTaTyTHE MPaBo.

Variant 3
Exercise 1. Fill in the blanks by words from the text above:
1. The term «contract» has been defined in legal ... and ... and in ... ....

2. The prominence of the contract in our everyday life underscores our need for a
simple, uniform ... .

3. The agreement is simply the ... agreed upon by the parties.
4. The agreement may or may not create legal ... against the parties.
5. An agreement need not be in ... and signed by the ... .

6. Certain types of contracts must be proved by a signed ... according to the ... of

Exercise 2. Match the words from the left and the right columns according to the
meaning:

sound a contract
simple definition

Court law
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definition of decisions
Commercial Code
bargain of texts

certain obligations
Terms of dealing

Legal bargain

Rules of time

course of consequences
parties

MPaBOBI TEKCTH; CYAOB1 PIIICHHS; BU3HAYEHHSI KOHTPAKTY; MPaBOB1 30008’ I3aHHS;
npocte BHU3HA4YeHHS; HopMu TmipaBa; OpnHomaniTHUM ToprosensHuii Kogekc;
MpaKkTUKa BEJEHHS AUIOBUX OIepalliil; mpaBOBl HACIIAKH; AOTOBIp CTOPIH; YMOBH
JIOTOBOPY; BU3HAYEHUI Yac; NIEPEKOHINBE BU3HAUCHHSI.

Exercise 3. Complete the following sentences by translating the words and
expressions in brackets:

1. The term «contract» has been defined by (aBropamu) of legal texts and
(HaykoBuX KOHTpakTiB) and by (cymmsmu) in court.

2. The prominence of the contract in our (moBcsikIeHHOMY XUTTi) underscores our
need for a simple, uniform (BuzHaveHHs).

3. The agreement is simply the (morogip) agreed upon by the (croponamu).

4. The agreement may or may not create (mpaBoBi 3000B’s13aHHs1) against the
parties depending on the (ymoB yroau) and the appliF cable (3akony).

5. The social agreement need not be in (mucemosiit popmi) and (mignucanuit
CTOPOHAMH).

6. The agreement can even be implied from nonverbal (xiit cropin).
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7. The Statute of Frauds requires that (meBni Tunu xonTpakrtiB) be proved by a
signed writing.

Variant 4

Exercise 1. Match the following verb phrases with their Ukrainian equivalents:

1. to be valid a. aHYJTFOBaTH MPOIO3UIIIF0

2. to make an offer b. miaxTpuMyBaTH yromay

3. to revoke an offer C. BIIMOBHUTHCS BIJ

4. to be enforceable d. poGuTH MPOIO3HUILiO

5. to constitute an offer e. OyTu 3a0e3MeYeHNM IPABOBOO CAHKIII€I0
6. to support an agreement f. BUKOHYBATH IO

7. 10 buy a new car g. IPUIHATH MTPOIO3UIIIF0

8. to accept an offer h. craHOBHTH TIPOTO3HUILiO

9. to suffer a legal detriment  i. He MaTH OPUIUYHOT CHITH

10. to quit smoking cigarettes j. MaTu POPUANYHY CUITY

11. to give up K. OyTu nie3maTHUM

12. to perform the act |. KynuTH HOBY MalIUHY

13. to have legal capacity M. KYITUTH MOTOLUKIT

14. to take advantage of N. CKOPUCTATHCS TIEPEBAror0
15. to be voidable 0. 3a3HATH IOPUJIUYHOI BTPATH

16. to purchase a motorcycle P. IPUIUHUTH KYPUTH CUTAPETU

17. to reach the age of majority Q. qocsrT MOBHOJITTS
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Exercise 2. Translate the following words and word combinations:

basic requirements; the requirement mentioned earlier; certain agreements; a court
of law; a hit man; to murder a spouse; a promise between two friends; a promise to
buy a new car; to be in writing; to be signed by the parties; terms of oral
agreements; counteroffer; a minor; an adult; a seller; the Statute of Frauds; legal
contract; illegal contract.

Exercise 3. Read the following sentences and decide if they are true or false:

H

. The person making the offer is the offeror.

N

. The person to whom the offer is made is also the offeror.

3. Various legal rules do not govern what constitutes an offer.

4. The agreement between the parties is supported by consideration.

5. There is no legal capacity to contract.

6. Under the law, the minor does not have full legal capacity to contract.
7. The purpose of the contract must be legal.

8. The contract with a «hit man» to murder somebody is illegal and

IS not enforceable in court.

9. The agreement between parties may be in any form (written or oral)

Reading and translation exercises
Variant 1
Read and translate the text, answer the questions:

The British Constitution is not one document, as are the constitutions of many
other countries. The British Constitution has evolved over a long period of time,
reflecting the relative stability of the British polity. What Britain has instead of the
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Constitution is an accumulation of various statutes, conventions, judicial decisions
and treaties which collectively can be referred to as the British Constitution. It is
thus more accurate to refer to Britain’s constitution as an “uncodified” constitution,
rather than an “unwritten” one. An uncodified constitution creates two problems.
First, it makes it difficult to know what the state of the constitution actually is.
Second, it suggests that it is easier to make changes to the UK Constitution than in
countries with written constitutions.

The written part of the Constitution consists of several documents.
The Magna Charter which limited king’s power was written in 1215.
The Petition of Right was passed by Parliament in 1628.

The Bill of Rights was adopted in 1689.

It has been suggested that the British Constitution can be summed up in eight
words: What the Queen in Parliament enacts is law. Other core principles of the
British Constitution are the rule of law, the separation of government into
executive, legislative, and judicial branches, and the existence of a unitary state,
meaning ultimate power is held by ‘the centre’ — the sovereign Westminster
Parliament. It also includes the entire body of laws enacted by Parliament,
precedents established by decisions made in British courts of law, and various
traditions and customs. The democratically elected House of Commons can alter
these laws with a majority vote. The Constitution continually evolves as new laws
are passed and judicial decisions are handed down. All laws passed by Parliament
are regarded as constitutional, and changes or amendments to the Constitution
occur whenever new legislation overrides existing law.

The unwritten part of the Constitution includes many important ideas and practices
that the people have developed over the years. They include Cabinet system of
government and the relationship between the Cabinet and the monarch. For more
than 1,000 years, the Constitution has been changing and developing, because it is
so flexible. The Constitution can be changed at any time by an act of Parliament or
by the people’s acceptance of a new idea or practice.

Explain the meaning of, or paraphrase the following:
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to evolve — eBosrOIIIOHYBATH, PO3BUBATHCS

polity — nepxaBHumii ycTpiit

statute — ctaTyT, 3aKOH; 3aKOHOJJaBYMU AKT NApIaMEHTY

convention — yrojia, KOHBEHIIIsI

judicial decisions — cynoBe pitieHHs

uncodified constitution — Hexonu¢pikoBaHA KOHCTUTYIIis

written and unwritten constitution — nucana i HenrcaHa KOHCTUTYIIISI
precedent — mperieneHT

to enact law — BBoauTH 3aK0H

to alter the law — 3minroBaTu 3akon

the rule of law — BepxoBeHCTBO TipaBa

a unitary state — yniTapua nepxasa

an amendment — nonpaska

Answer the questions:

1. How does the British Constitution differ from the constitutions of many other
countries?

2. What does the British Constitution consist of?

3. Is the British Constitution an “uncodified” constitution, rather than an
“unwritten”?

4. What documents can be referred to the written part of the Constitution?
5. Which principles are the core principles of the British Constitution?
6. What is the main role of Parliament in the process of constitution formation?

7. What does the unwritten part of the Constitution include?

30



Variant 2
Read and translate the text, answer the questions:

The Courts of England and Wales, supported administratively by Her Majesty's
Courts and Tribunals Service, are the civil and criminal courts responsible for the
administration of justice in England and Wales.

The United Kingdom does not have a single unified legal system—England and
Wales has one system, Scotland another, and Northern Ireland a third. There are
exceptions to this rule; for example in immigration law, the Asylum and
Immigration Tribunal's jurisdiction covers the whole of the United Kingdom, while
in employment law there is a single system of employment tribunals for England,
Wales, and Scotland but not Northern Ireland. Additionally, the Military Court

Service has jurisdiction over all members of the armed forces of the United
Kingdom in relation to offences against military law. The Court of Appeal, the
High Court, the Crown Court, the County Court, and the magistrates' courts are
administered by Her Majesty's Courts and Tribunals Service, an executive agency
of the Ministry of Justice. Supreme Court of the United Kingdom

The Supreme Court of the United Kingdom is the highest appeal court in almost all
cases in England and Wales. Before the Constitutional Reform Act 2005 this role
was held by the House of Lords. The Supreme Court is also the highest court of
appeal for devolution matters, a role previously held by the Judicial Committee of
the Privy Council.

The Supreme Court has a separate administration from the other courts of England
and Wales, and its administration is under a Chief Executive who is appointed by
the President of the Supreme Court of the United Kingdom. Senior Courts of
England and Wales The Senior Courts of England and Wales were originally
created by the Judicature Acts as the "Supreme Court of Judicature™. It was
renamed the "Supreme Court of
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England and Wales" in 1981, and again to the "Senior Courts of England and
Wales" by the Constitutional Reform Act 2005 (to distinguish it from the new

Supreme

Court of the United Kingdom). It consists of the following courts:

* Court of Appeal
* High Court of Justice

e Crown Court

The Senior Courts of England and Wales, along with the Tribunals and other

courts, are administered and supported by HM Courts and Tribunals Service.

Vocabulary Notes

* administration of justice

» the Magistrates' Courts
* the County Courts

* executive agency

* the Ministry of Justice
» the Home Office

* criminal justice policy
* sentencing policy

* probation

» re-offending

* to be released from

* to be binding on

* to come into force
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» the court of trial

» Commonwealth countries

* the Privy Council

* perception of independence
* to hear appeals

* to assume

* to be abolished by

* judicial capacity

Answer the following questions:

1. What are the institutions for creating, modifying, abolishing and applying the
law in Britain?

2. What institutions create, modify and abolish the law in Ukraine; which ones
apply the law?

3. What are the reasons for having a variety of courts in GB?
4. Are the decisions of a higher court binding upon lower courts?
5. Describe the general system of the English courts.

6. What do you know about the Ministry of Justice? What is the Ministry of Justice
responsible for?

7. Is the House of Lords the court of trial in impeachment cases?
8. What is the highest court of appeal for the UK in a handful of areas of law?

9. What is the highest appeal court in almost all cases in England and Wales?
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10. When was the UK Supreme Court established? When will it officially come
into being?

11. The Supreme Court will, with a few exceptions, be the final court of appeal in
the United Kingdom, won’t it?

12. What will the Supreme Court do?

Variant 3
Read and translate the text, answer the questions:

Court of Appeal the Court of Appeal deals only with appeals from other courts or
tribunals. The Court of Appeal consists of two divisions: the Civil Division hears
appeals from the High Court and County Court and certain superior tribunals,
while the Criminal Division may only hear appeals from the Crown Court
connected with a trial on indictment (i.e., for a serious offence). Its decisions are
binding on all courts, including itself, apart from the Supreme Court.

High Court The High Court of Justice functions both as a civil court of first
instance and a criminal and civil appellate court for cases from the subordinate
courts. It consists of three divisions: the Queen's Bench, the Chancery and the
Family divisions. The divisions of the High Court are not separate courts, but have
somewhat separate procedures and practices adapted to their purposes. Although
particular kinds of cases will be assigned to each division depending on their
subject matter, each division may exercise the jurisdiction of the High Court.
However, beginning proceedings in the wrong division may result in a costs
penalty.

Crown Court. The Crown Court is a criminal court of both original and appellate
jurisdiction which in addition handles a limited amount of civil business both at
first instance and on appeal. It was established by the Courts Act 1971. It replaced
the assizes whereby High Court judges would periodically travel around the
country hearing cases, and quarter sessions which were periodic county courts. The
Old Bailey is the unofficial name of London's most famous criminal court, which
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is now part of the Crown Court. Its official name is the "Central Criminal Court".

The Crown Court also hears appeals from magistrates' courts.

The Crown Court is the only court in England and Wales that has the jurisdiction
to try cases on indictment and when exercising such a role it is a superior court in
that its judgments cannot be reviewed by the Administrative Court of the Queen’s

Bench Division of the High Court.

The Crown Court is an inferior court in respect of the other work it undertakes, viz.
inter alia, appeals from the magistrates’ courts and other tribunals. Subordinate

courts

The most common subordinate courts in England and Wales are

County Court
Family Court
Magistrates' courts
Youth courts

Vocabulary Notes

* governmental institution

* to adjudicate legal disputes
* to dispense justice

* to bring smb’s claim before
* to be accused of smth.

* jus dicere

* trial courts

* appellate courts

» findings of fact

« to reach conclusions of law
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* judgment of the court

* bench trial

* inquisitorial system

* adversarial system

* trial on indictment

* costs penalty

» original and appellate jurisdiction
* to hear cases

* to be reviewed by

» Magistrates' Courts

* justice of the peace
 Family Proceedings Courts
* to preside over

* stipendiary magistrate

* Youth courts

* statutory court

* to derive from

* County Courts

* to function with

* to be inherent

Answer the questions. Begin your answers with:

| think/believe that...; As far as | remember...; Well, I'd just like to say that..;. Well,

let me see....
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1. How many systems of justice are there in the UK? Why?
2. What divisions does the Court of Appeal consist of?

3. What functions does the High Court of Justice exercise?
4. How does the adversarial system of justice work?

5. Why are the decisions of the House of Lords binding on all other courts except
the ECJ?

6. What kinds of cases does the Crown Court hear?

7. What is the lowest court in the hierarchy in England and Wales?

8. What body has the jurisdiction to try cases on indictment?

9. What are the most common subordinate courts in England and Wales?

10. Can tribunals be considered the lowest rung of the court hierarchy in England
and Wales?

Variant 4
Read and translate the text, answer the questions:

There are two kinds of criminal trial: summary and on indictment. For an adult,
summary trials take place in a magistrates' court, while trials on indictment take
place in the Crown Court. Despite the possibility of two venues for trial, almost all
criminal cases, however serious, commence in the Magistrates' Courts. It is
possible to start a trial for an indictable offence by a voluntary bill of indictment,
and go directly to the Crown Court, but that would be unusual. A criminal case that
starts in the Magistrates' Court, may begin, either by the defendant being charged
and then being brought forcibly before Magistrates, or by summons to the
defendant to appear on a certain day before the Magistrates. A summons is usually
confined to very minor offences. The hearing (of the charge or summons) before
the Magistrates is known as a "first appearance".

Offences are of three categories: indictable only, summary and either way.
Indictable offences such as murder and rape must be tried on indictment in the
Crown Court. On first appearance, the Magistrates must immediately refer the
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defendant to the Crown Court for trial, their only role being to decide whether to
remand the defendant on bail or in custody. Summary offences, such as most
motoring offences, are much less serious and most must be tried in the Magistrates'
Court, although a few may be sent for trial to the Crown Court along with other
offences that may be tried there (for example assault).

The vast majority of offences are also concluded in the Magistrates' Court (over
90% of cases). Either way offences are intermediate offences such as theft or, with
the exception of low value criminal damage, may be tried either summarily (by
magistrates) or by Judge and Jury in the Crown Court. If the magistrates consider
that an either way offence is too serious for them to deal with, they may "decline
jurisdiction” which means that the defendant will have to appear in the Crown
Court. Conversely even if the magistrates accept jurisdiction, an adult defendant
has a right to compel a jury trial. Defendants under 18 years of age do not have this
right and will be tried in the Youth Court (similar to a Magistrates' Court) unless
the case is homicide or else is particularly serious.

A Magistrates' Court is made up in two ways. Either a group (known as a 'bench’)
of 'lay magistrates’, who do not have to be, and are not normally, lawyers, will hear
the case. A lay bench must consist of at least three magistrates. Alternatively a case
may be heard by a district judge (formerly known as a stipendiary magistrate), who
will be a qualified lawyer and will sit singly, but has the same powers as a lay
bench. District judges usually sit in the more busy courts in cities or hear complex
cases (e. g. extradition). Magistrates have limited sentencing powers. In the Crown
Court, the case is tried by a Recorder (part time judge), Circuit

Judge or a High Court judge, with a jury. The status of the judge depends on the
seriousness and complexity of the case. The jury is involved only if the defendant

pleads "not guilty".

A criminal case usually begins in a Magistrates Court. Having arrested someone
suspected of committing a crime, the police decide if they have enough evidence to
make a formal accusation, or charge. If they charge the suspect, they may release
himon the condition that he appears on a certain date at a certain Magistrates
Court. This is known as unconditional bail. However, the police may instead take
the suspect to a magistrate so that he remains in custody until he next appears
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before a court. The magistrate may decide that it is not necessary to hold the
suspect in custody and may agree to unconditional bail, or the magistrate may
grant conditional bail - that is, release the suspect provided that he puts up some
money as security or agrees to surrender his passport or some similar condition. As
the lowest criminal court, a

Magistrates Court is empowered to hear certain cases only. Some minor cases,
such as parking violations, are dealt with only by the magistrates. Some serious
crimes, like murder, cannot be heard by the magistrates and must go to the Crown
Courts. And there are some offences where the defendant is given the choice of
having his case heard in the Magistrates Court or the Crown Court. It takes much
longer to have a case heard in the Crown Court, but some defendants prefer it
because the facts of the case are decided by a jury, that is, ordinary members of the
public.,

In a Crown Court trial there are twelve jurors. These are ordinary members of the
public between the ages of 18 and 70 who are selected at random. They are not
paid but are given expenses while they are on jury service, which is usually for
about two weeks. Service is compulsory, and it cannot normally be avoided
without a good reason, such as illness. It is not necessary for a juror to know
anything about the law - indeed certain people connected with the world of law,
such as solicitors, are not allowed to serve as jurors. This is because the job of the
jury is to listen to the case and to decide questions of fact. It is the judge's
responsibility to guide them on questions of law.

This contrast between law and fact is very important. If a man is on trial for
murder, for example, the judge will explain just what the crime of murder means in
English law and the prosecution has to prove. He will explain how the trial will be
conducted, summarise the evidence, and tell the jurors what factors they should
consider in making their decision. These are questions of law. However, whether
the defendant did in fact commit murder or not is a question of fact to be decided
by the jurors themselves. It is necessary for at least ten of the twelve to agree.

Vocabulary Notes

e summary trial
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* trial on indictment

« indictable offence

* a voluntary bill of indictment
* to be brought before the court
* SUMMONS

 minor offence

» summary offence

» murder

* to remand on bail

e to remand in custody

* to be sent for trial

* assault

* criminal damage

* jury trial

* homicide

* a bench

* lay magistrates

» district judge

* stipendiary magistrate

* part time judge

» the seriousness of the case
* to plead guilty/ not guilty

 formal accusation



* unconditional bail

» conditional bail

* prosecution

* to listen to the case

* to try the case

* to conduct the trial

* to summarise the evidence
* charge

* to deal with

Answer the questions:

H

. What are two kinds of criminal trial?

N

. Where are the vast majority of offences concluded?

3. Does an adult defendant have a right to compel a jury trial?
4. Where are the defendants under 18 years of age tried?

5. What is a lay bench?

(2]

. What sentencing powers do Magistrates have?

\l

. Who tries the case in the Crown Court?

8. What courts consider appeals from lower criminal courts, as well criminal
cases?

9. What cases do the Magistrates Courts deal with?
10. Where does a criminal case usually begin?
11. Can serious crimes, like murder, be heard by the magistrates?

12. How many jurors are there in a Crown Court? Are they paid?
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13. Is it necessary to have a special education to be a juror?
14. What is conditional bail?

15. What is unconditional bail?
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